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¶ This pꝛeſent boke called the Gouernaun 
ce of Kynges and p2ync{: Impꝛynted at the 
cõmaundement of the good and honoura⸗ 
ble ſyre Charles Somerſet Loꝛde Herbert: 
and Chaumberleyne vnto oure Soueray- 
gnelozdekyngeH viii. e 
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od almyghty ſſaue a conferme our dynge 
"l ſ 625 In all vertue / to his encreaſe # 
is kcalme / a hym by polytyhe lyuynge. 


Olkhis Enempes / conqueſt and victoꝛ e. 
Ok ſepttre and l woꝛde / with both to do ryght. 
After his la wes / to euery maner of wyg t. 


¶ Firſte ot all in vertue / to ſet his 
God to pleale / and his la wes kepe. 
And his lyege men / with hertely obeyſaunce. 

Ju peale to tzepe them / where they wake oz ſlepe. 
To punpſſhe tyrauntis / ĩ cherpllye them þ be meke. 
With clere eyen / of dyſcreſſyon. 

As he them kynde / of dyſpolicion. 


C Them that be good / cheryſſhe them in goodaeſle. 
And them that be / fro warde of cozage. 
Peple the ballaunce by grete adupleneſle. 
Foz louenoz hate / to do none outrage. 
Set a good — and olde 
Excellent Pꝛynce / this pꝛoceſſe to compple. 
Take it in gree / the rudeneſſe of my ſtple. 


¶ firſte J that am / your humble ſeruytoure. 
To pour hyghynelle/ with hole affeccton. 
Voyde of Eloquence / I haue do my laboure. 

Co ſctte in oꝛdꝛe / and compoſycion· 

My grete ſymppineſſe / vnder coꝛrection. 

With ryght hole herte / in all my beſte entent. 

Foz; to accomplyſſhe/pout 3— 


ok age. 


— 


with dꝛede and lous / to haue in memoꝛye. 
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CUnto this purpoſe / my laboure ſhewys. 
{To be beſpe/with grete dylygentde. 


Co fynde the boke / ok all good Toyes. 


The whiche holly / entytled is in ſentence. 

Foꝛ pꝛudent Pꝛynces / moſte dygne of reyerence. 
Called ſecrettis/ofolde Phyloſophers. 

Ok moze valewe/than golde in Cofers. 


¶ The whiche boke / is notable of fame. 
Somtyme compyled/by Iryſtotyles. 
Whiche in lapyence/oflecretts hathe the name, 
Conueyed a meane/bytwene warre and peaſe. 
Eche thynge pzouyded/bp his grete wyleneſſe. 
Ind ſet in oꝛder / the tytles by wzptynge. 

To his dilcyple/ofmacydonye the kynge. 


¶ Called alpſaundʒe / the myghty Emperoure. 
Boꝛnc by dyſcent / Juſtly to ſuccede. 
With two Crownes / as tre we enherytoure. 
After his fader / to reygne in perce and mede. 
Called Phylyppus / playnly as I rede. 
Thozughe all Gzece)/namyd loꝛde and ſyre. - 
Ind by conqueſt /helde the hole Empyre. 


C This alyſaundꝛe the Crowne when he toke. 


 Knpyghtly diſpoſed;of herte and of Cozage. 


In whole wozſhppjcomppled was thts boke. 
By Arpſtotyll / whan he was fallen in age. 
Whiche let a ſyde / by vertue all outrage. 
Impotent / to ryde and trauaplle. 

Foz; kebylneſſe / to counſayll in bataylle. 


¶ with Ilyſaundze/pzeferred in his daycs. 
was none lo grete /in his oppnpon. 

He was lo truc / founde at all allayes. 
Pꝛudent and wplc / of dylcreſpon. 

Ind moſte famous with all / of reputacpon. 
Gꝛetteſt clerke / of grece then bepnge. 

And alto wplelt / ot all maner cunnynge. 


¶ Ind all his / eutentyfe occupacion. 

Was fully ſette / with entper dylygence. 

On ſpirituall ſtudy of contemplacion. 

And mekenes was his gyde / w' moderate reuerence. 
Moſte chatytable / diſpylynge ſlouthe ⁊ neclygence. 
Allo folke in mylchefe and trechery to cofozte. 

And what lo euer he lawe / the beſte dyde repozte. 


¶ And ſpecpally / ſet was his reaſon. 

On trouthe / kayth / and vnryghtwylneſſe. 

Nat double of tounge / hatynge adulacton. 

And fals repoꝛte / detraccion and Idelneſſe. 

And fozged talps / without ſekeneſſe. 

His mynde alwaye in vertue hym ſelfe magnyfp. 
With ſpirite / endued with p2ofpcy. 


He hadde in his tyme / pꝛerogatyues two. 

Foz his lynguler / vertues excellence. 

Called was Phploſopher / ⁊ pꝛophete alſo. 

Thzough all grece had moſte in reuerence. 

And foꝛ his gracious / celeſtpall influence. 

Bokes do recoꝛde an aungell was downe ſent. 

From god aboue / that bzought hym =_ pꝛeſent. 
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That he ſhulde / the boke reherſe can. 

X02 his merytes;andb vertuous digupte. 
Be called an aungell / rather than a man. 
Fo: myracles / of antyqupte. 

VUncouthe ſtraunge / and maruepllous to ſe. 
Whiche ſurmounte / by recoꝛde of lcrypture. 
Bothe wyt ol man / and werkes of nature. 


¶ It is alſo / of hym made mencyon. 

As this ſtoꝛp / plapnly dothe expꝛeſſe. 

Fo: his vertuous/diſpolycion. 

Gꝛounded on god / celeſtyall ofſwetneſle. 
In whoſe memozy/wzyters bere wytneſſe. 
He was rauyſſhed / contemplatpfe ok deſpte. 
Up to the heuen / lpke downe of fpre. 


¶ Dewed in vertue / by inſperacyon. 

Aboue all other / to his gooſtly auaple. 

That alyſaundze/vnto lubgeccpon. 

Bꝛought all kyngdomes / by his wyſe counſell. 
And cronycles / in theyr reherſall. | 

All Hole the wozide/put in remembzaunce. 
And holp inclyned / to his obeyſaunce. 


¶ To his power / and to his regalpe. 

He was called kynge / and monacke ok all. 

And by his werde / and famous chyualrye. 

By Arpſtotyles / wytte in eſpecyall. 

To holde in his honde / of golde the rounde ball. 
To occuppe / thꝛough his hyely reno wne. 
Seuen Clymatis / and ſeptemtrpowne. 


¶ Ao grudgynge was / nother (nwozdenoz dede. 
Agapne his conqueſt /he was ſo ſoze dzade. 

All Araby Gꝛece / Herce and mede. 

Eche thynge obeped / what ſo euer he badde. 
And all his Empꝛyſes / demyd were full ladde. 
By his lawes / bꝛeefly in ſentence. 

And all by Atyſtotyles wt / and pꝛoupdence. 


¶ Agapne his purpoſe / there was none obſtacle. 
Fader and pꝛynce / ot Phyloſophye. 

Under nature wꝛought / many grete myracle. 
Wzote Epyſtoles/of pꝛudent polycye. 

To alpſaundꝛe / and to his regallp. 

By clere example / by whiche he myght knowe. 
To gouerne hym lelfe / bothe hye and lowe. 


¶ whan the kynge / his Pyſtell had ſapne. 
And all the fozmeſconcepued in ſentence. 
To Arpſtotpll / he wzote thus agapne. 

Ok gentylneſſe / with grete reuerence. 
That he wolde do / his dylygence. | 
To concepue his meanynge/and holly the mater. 
Ok his Eppſtell / whiche that foloweth hereafter. 


¶ The fozme of the firſte Pyſtyll 
that kynge Alylaundꝛe ſent to 
his mayſter Aryſtotples. 


Euerende kader / doctoꝛ ofdpſcpplyne. 
MPoſte notable/and dygne of reuerence. 
Phebus the ſonne moe clerelp doth nat ſhyne. 


As the repoꝛte / of experte pꝛudence. 

Ifoꝛne pꝛouyded ot ropall conłydence. 

In kewe termys / J purpoſe to teherſe. 

Thynge tolde to me / to wehynge the londe of perce. 


¶ I yꝛſte howe that londe / and regpon. 

All other Realmes / in Phyloſophy. 

It dothe excelle and ot hyghe reaſon. 

And moſte inuentyf / experte in eche party. 
Theyr nobplnes / foꝛ to magnyfy. 

Fertheſt pꝛocede / by clere entendement. 
Fo2 to accomplyſſhe / the fyne of theyr entent. 


¶ To encreaſe / theyr loꝛdſhyppes / z haue ÿ ſeuerente 
Ouer all Cytees / and ſtraunge Regpons. 

And by theyr grete / magnanympte. 

To ſpꝛede aboꝛde / theyt domynacions. 
Wherupon / lpke our entencions. 
Firſte on this people / I caſte me to begpnne. 

By pour adupſe thyſe/percyens foz to wynne. 


¶ And here bpon/to make delapes. 
Maugre theyr mygbt / and theyr rebellyon. 
With my knyghthode / J wyll make allapes. 
To haue all Perce / in ſubgeccion. 
Abydynge oonly foz ſhozte conclucyon. 

Ok pout letters foz my purparty. 

On this mater / playnly toſpgnyfy. 


¶ Anſ were ok Fryſfotyles. 
ee Se 


And includyth / in maner of dyſpapyre. 
Peyle in thy ſelfe / if it be lyght to chaunge. 
Firſte from the Erthe the water and the Eyre. 
And parte the Elementis / in their ſpeerys fayte. 
Whan this is done / ferthermoꝛe in dede. 
Agaynſt percyens / in thy conqueſt pꝛocede. 


¶ Firſte thy purpoſe peyſeſit in ballaunce. 
Bothe in Perce / and ſeptemtrpon. 


One alyſaundꝛe this mater to me is ſtraungs 


Counte ot theyr Cyties the famous gouernaunce. 


And haue ther with / conſyderacpon. 

By afoze lyghte / and clere inſpeccyon. 

My counſapll is / touchynge the londe of perce. 
From thy purpoſe / A counlayll that thou ceſſe. 


¶ Begynne no thynge / without grete aduyſe. 

A grounde of trouthe / lirſte that it be poſſpble. 
And J counlapll / it that thou be wpſe. 
Fozepne Empꝛples / whiche that be terrpble. 
Ittempte them nat / but if it be credyble. 

V ykely in nature / by diſpoſpcion. 

Fully to accomplyſſhe / thyne entencion. 


¶ Firſte ſet a pꝛeet / in thy pꝛudent aduyſe. 
In eaſy wyle / by attemperaunce. 

And by the counſaylle / ot Phyloſophers wyſe. 
To bꝛynge them / eaſply to good gouernaunce. 
Ok one accoꝛde / without varyaunce. 
Under the wpnges / of thy ropall bountpe, 
Them to cheryſſhe in thy benygnyte. 


p 


( Ifthou thus doſby vertuous repapre. 
God ſhall encreaſe / thy gractous influence. 
And ol full truſte / ſhall bzynge out ofdiſpapxe. 
That fynally / thy ropall excellens. 

Shall pleaſe god /in verrey exiſtens. 

And thy ſubgiettis / ot hole herte and entent. 
Shall hole obep / to thy cõmaundement. 


¶ Fozentyerloue/firſte gro unded vpon the. 
And effeccion roted i vpon ropall confydence. 
Vopde of all charges and mutabplpte. 
apſpble / in thy magnpfycence. 

As monarke / pꝛpued in exiſtence. 

Lyhke thy deſptes / thy herte foz to queme. 
Amonge percpens / to werre as a dyademe. 


C Thus by wꝛytynge / as made is mencion. 

Bp Iryſtotyli/he gatte all Percy londe. 

With all the loꝛdſhyppes / and euery royall towne. 
And large Cytees / made ſubgiettis to his honde. 
Chus firſte of Percy as pe ſhall vnderſtonde. 
Thoughe he be byzthe / with other londes manp. 
Alter his fader / was kynge of macedonp. 


E The ſeconde Ppſtyll that kynge 
Aly(aundzelent to Arpſtotples. 


Dan Ilyſaundze/as is rehetſyd heer. 
This phyloſophet / foꝛ vtues many folde 
Sent vnto hym/a ſecret meſſangeer. 
Without excuſe / to come to his houlholde 
But foꝛ he was feble/and olde. 
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And Impotent on the other ſpde. 
And vnwyldy/foz to ryde. 


¶ But chefe cauſe / why Alyſaundꝛe ſent. 

A purpoſe take / and a fantaſpe. 

To declare / plapnly what he ment. 

He wyſte in ſothe / that in Phploſophy. 

with other ſecrettis / ot Aſtronomp. 

He was experte / and moſte coude vnderſtonde. 
This was the chele / cauſe ofthe kynges (onde. 


¶ [Po wer of planettis / and meupnge ok all ſterrps. 
And of eueryche heuenſp / intellygence. 
Dilpolicion ofpeas / and eke of werrps. 

And of eche other ſtraunge / hyd lcyence. . 

As the ſeuen goddes / by theyt influence. 

Dilpole the oꝛdꝛe /o Incantacions. 

Oz ot. vij.metallys / the tranſmutacions. 


¶ with other crattis / whiche that ben hede. 
As calculacion / and Geomancp. 
Dyffoʒmacions / ot᷑ Circe and mede. 
Lokynge of fatis / and ppzomancy. 

On londe and water ſcrafte ofgeometrp. 
Hepght and depnelle / with all experpence. 


Thertoze the kynge / deſpred his pzelence. 


C But foz all this / within hym ſelfe a thynge. 
There was a ſecret / he kept not to diſcloſe. 
Noz to publyſſhe /it openly to the kynge. 
 Takyage example / by two thynges ina role. 
Firſte ho we the floure / grete (wetnes doth diſpoſe, 
pet in the Thoꝛne / men kynde grete ſharpneſſe. 
And thus to cunnynge / it may be a lpkeneſſe. 


¶ In Erbe and floure/wzytpnge woꝛde x ſtone. 
Eche hath his vertue / of god ano of nature. 

But the knowynge / is hyde from manp one. 
And nat declared / to eury creature. 

Wherfoꝛe he caſte / bytwene realon and meaſure, 
To ſhape awape / the kynge foꝛ to plcaſe. | 
And (omwhat to vnclole / and let his herte at caſe. 


¶ It is aright/grete dpikerence. 

Bytwene a pꝛynces /ropall dygupte. 

Ind comons rude / of Jntellygence. 

To whom belongeth / nat to medle in no degree. 
Ok compnynges / that ſhulde be kepte in ſecretee. 
But to a kynges / famous magnyfpcence, 

And to Clertzes / whiche haue experpence. "hy 


¶ It accoꝛdeth welljto ſerche out ſcrypture. 
Myſteryes hyd,offowles beeſtis and tree. 
And ok aungellys / that be moſte pure. 

Ok meruaplles / and fyſſhes in the ſee. 

And of ſtonys / ſpecpally ofthze. 

Oon mpnerall / a nother regatyfe. 

Parted oz foure to lengthe a mannes lyfe. 


C Of whiche Jradde'amonge other ſtonys. 
There was one called anymall, 
Foure Elvmentis / wzought out foꝛ the nonys. 
Erthe water / and Eyer / and in elpeciall. 
Joyned with fyer pꝛopoꝛcion made egall. 
And J dare ſaye bꝛefly and nat trary, 

There is none ſuche ſtone in the lapydary, 


C J radde onys of a hyloſopher. 

Agapne eche ſekenes of value doth moſte cure, 
All the treaſoure / and golde of Creſus cofer. 
Non all the ſtonys that growe by nature 
Wꝛought by cratte / oꝛ foꝛgvd by pycture. 
Lapys and none lapys / ſtone of gretteſt fame, 
Aryſtotyles / gaue it the ſame name. 


¶ Ind foꝛ IJ haue but lytell redde oz ſepne. 
To wꝛyte 02 medle / of ſo hyghe materys. 

Fo pꝛeſumpcion / ſome wolde haue dylde ne. 
To be bolde / o clymbe in ſuche deſyrys. 

To ſcale the ladder/aboue the. ix. ſperys. 

Oz medle of Rubyes/that gyue ſo clere lyght. 
On holly Shꝛynes / in the derke nyght. 


was neuer none experte Jewellere. 
n ſuche maters to put iy ſelfe in pꝛees. 
with Phyloſoph ers / nyne tyen were not clere, 
Nother with Plato / noꝛ with ſocratees. 
Extepte the famous doctoꝛ / Aryſtotyles 
Df Phyloſophers to Alylaunder kynge. 
Wꝛote of this ſtone / the meruaple in all thynge- 
B.· i. 
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C Jn pꝛeup wyſe/lyke to his Ententis. 
Secretys hyd / Cloſe / in Philoſophye, 

Firſte the departynge/ofthe foure Elementis. 
And aſter warde as he dothe ſpecyſye. 
Eueryche okthem / foꝛ to ratyfye. 

And after this / lyke his opyn yon. 


Ok thele.iiij.to make a coniunccpon. 


¶ And in ſuche wyſe perkourme vp this ſtone. 
Seen in the ioynynge / there be none outrage. 
But falſe out errynge hathe tamyd many one. 
And bꝛought them alter / in full grete rerage. 


By expenlys / and outragvous coſtage. 


Fo: lacke of b2ayne they were made lo wode. 
Thynge to begynne / whiche they nat vnderſtode. 


¶ oꝛ he that lyſte put in experyence. 

Fo2bode ſecretys / I holde hym but a fole. 

Lyke hym that temptyth / of wyltull neglygence. 
To ſtonde vpon a the foted ſole. 

Oꝛ ſparyth a ſte we /a fyſſheti a barayne pole. 
wWhan all is done / he getteth none other grace. 
But men to ſcoꝛne hym/# mocke hym to his face. 


¶ It is nocrafte/poze men to aſſape. 


It cauſeth Coffres / and cheſtys to be bare. 


Allo marryth wyttes and bꝛayne dothe affraye, 
pct by wꝛytynge / this boke dothe declare. 

And be reaſons/lyſte nat foꝛ to ſpare. 

with golden reaſons / in taſte moſte lykoꝛous. 


Thynge ꝑ ignotum pꝛeupd ꝑ ignocius. 


* 


—_— 


C. Tytle ofthis boke/laboure Philoſophozum, 
Namyd alſo dereginime pꝛincipum. 

Of Philolophers;lecreta lecretozum, 
(Treſoure comppled Omnium virtutum, 
Rewle directoꝛie / ſet vp in a ſũme. 

As complexions in helthe and in ſekeneſſe. 
Dylpolethemſel fe to moznynge oz to gladneſſe. 


¶ whiche boke/dyrected was to the kynge. 
Alyſaunder/bothe in werre and in pees. 
Lyke his requeſte / and royall cõmaundynge. 
Full accomplyſſh ed by Aryſtotyles. 


Feble of age / and impotent doutles, s 


Hole of coꝛage / and trewe ofhis entent. 
To obey his byddynge / this boke to hym he lent, 


¶ A Pyſtyll ofthe tranſlatoure 
with the ſeynge of Aryltotyles, 


N the name of Arpſtotples. 

well aduyſed;a pꝛoces to pꝛouyde. 
In excuſe/he was nat rekeles. | 
But Jm potent / foꝛ to go 02 ryde. 

And alleggynge on the other ſyde. 

The kynges letters / he well vnd erſtode. 
Whiche to obey. his herte a wyll was gode, 


¶ pe Impotente / of his vnwylddy age, 
In deſyꝛvs put hym nat abacke, 
To go oꝛ ryde to let his paſſage, 


Hole in his wyll / here was neu - lacke, 
—_ 
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Thought his heer was turned whyte from blacke, 
He beſoughte hy lowly / ol his royall grace. 
Totake a leyſer / competent and ſpace. 


¶ In excuſe this Pyſtyll to hym he dyde vnclole- 
And hym aduertyled / in eſpecyall. 

To wyt and coꝛage / hym ſelfe to diſpoſe, 

And to leue all man ers / that be beſtyall. 

Uertuſe to folo we / that be Imperpall. 

And firſte pꝛudently to diſcerne. 

Byt wene vyte and vertue / his people to gouèrne. 


¶ Ofthis Pyſtyll /a bꝛee f ſubſcripclon. 

To Alſyaunder he wꝛote in trouthe. 

That he ſholde al waye be gouerned byreaſon, 
And of all vyces / to auoyde ſlouthe. 

Fo: it was chefe vyce of all vntrouthe. 

Ind that it was a thynge fynall. 

Ok diſtruccion / of Realmes Imperpall. 


C Alſo pꝛudent tounſayll make thy chele pzyncelle. 
That lhe maye pꝛouyde and take hede, 

withouten handes by great aduyſeneſle, 

Chace flaterys and them that take mede. 

Fo: fauoure oꝛ foꝛ olde hatrede. 8 
And tunges whiche ofcuſtome be double. 
And namely them that can ſowe trouble, 


C wyſperynge tunges / of taſte moſte ſerpentyne. 


Scalyd ſyluet / whole mouthe is full of blode, 
Smothe afoꝛe kolke / to flater and to ſhyne. 


And to ſhewe.tj.faces in one hode. 
(Theyr fygure is lote / thepr gall doth no gode. 

All ſuche iholoe be / voyded from counſapll. 

Joꝛ a bee peueth hony / and ſtyngeth with his tapll. 


¶ And as touchyng / the ſtone ol Phploſophers olde. 
Ot whiche they make louetrey gne mencyon. | 
But one there is / as Aryſtotyu tolde. 

Whiche all excelleth in comparylon. 

Stone of ſtonps / moſt louereygne of renowne. 
Touchynge the vertue ot this ryche thynge. 
This he wzote / to the moſte ſouereygne kynge. 


¶ O alyſaundꝛe / gretteſt ot dygnyte. 

Or all tye wozloe / Monarke ano regent. 
And ot all nacponshathe the ſouetepgnete. 
Eche one the obey and ben obedpent. 
And to conclude / the fyne of our entent. 
All wozldlp trealoure/bꝛetly ſhytte in one. 
Is declared / in vertue ot this ſtone. 


C Thou muleſt /firſte in ſubſtaunce. 
What manet / ot vncouth dpuyſpon. 
Water from epte / make dy 
And fyer from epre/by departpcyon. 

Eche one pꝛelerued / from cozrupcpon. 

As Phylo.ophers|oz this bathe ſpecyfped. 
Whiche by realon, map nat be denyed. 


Water from eper / departed pꝛudently. 
Eper from fper and fper from erth —__ 
ij. 
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The chaſte concepued/and deuyded trulp. 
Withouten Ertout / oꝛ decepcion. 
Durcth cucry Elyment / in his complexpon. 
As it appertepneth / to his parte. 


Ind as is remembzed parfytely in this arte. 


¶ This ſtone of colour / is ſomtyme Cytrynade. 
Lyke the ſonne / ſtremyd in his kynde. 

Golde treſſed / maketh hertes full glade. 

With moꝛe trealoute / than hath kynge of pnde. 

Ok pꝛecpous ſtonys wzought in thepr dewe kynde. 
The Cyptryn coloute / foꝛ the lonue bzyght. 

And whyte foz the monce / that ſhyneth all nyght. 


C This Phyloſophet / bꝛought fozthe in parys. 
Whiche of this ſtonys / wzote fully the nature. 
And all the deupſyon / ſette by grete adups.. 
Aud therupon / dyde his belp cure. 

That the perfeccyon/longe ſholde endure. 

L yke the entent / of Aryſtotples ſonde. 

Whiche none but he / coude well bꝛynge on honde. 


¶ Foꝛ thoughe the mater / openly were nat tolde. 
Ok theſe ſtonps / what Phploſophers ment. 
Aryltotplcs / that experte and olde. 

And he ok parys / that foꝛth this pꝛeſent ſent. 

In his beſt faythfull treweentent. 

With ctrcaiſtaunce of Arybe / pnde and Perce. 
Touchynge all ſtonys / that clerkes can reherſe. 


¶ Hermogpnes / had hym ſelfe alone. 


With one Phylyp / that with hym was ſecrets. | 
Knewethe vertue / ol euery Pzeuy tone. 

As they were / dyſpoſed of degree. 

From hym was hyd / none vncouthe pꝛwuyte. 
Hermogynes and he / kne we euerp thynge. 
Of all ſuche vertues / as longe to a kynge. 


C Of. tit.maner kynges dyuers 
of dylpolpcyon. 422 


= here be kynges / dyſpoſed by nature. 

And (ome that bzapde / on lpberalyte. 
And of hole xte / with all theyt belp cure. 
Thepr ſtudy ſet in largeſſe to be free. 
That theyr imperpall / magnanpmpte. 
Sholde nat be ſpotted / in no maner wyſe. 
Touchynge the vyle ol kro warde Couetyſle. 


¶ The Phyloſopher / in oꝛdꝛe dothe expꝛeſſe. 
That ſome kynge / to hym ſelfe is large. 
And to his lubgiettts/ſheweth great largeſſe. 
And (ome foz to take / on hym the charge. 


Largely dothe parte / and hathe hym leite ſcarſenelſſa. 


And Italpance / recoꝛde by wzptpnge. 
Large on eche party / is vertue in a kynge. 


Cl Aryſtotyles wꝛyteth / of them in ynde. 
And repozteth that/ that kynge is glozyous, 
Whiche to hym ſelle / is moſte (carſe of kynde. 
And to his ſubgiettis / is large and plenteous. 
pct they of Perce / be contraryous. 


But to mpdomejthatkynge whiche hath the charge 
Js moſte comended/that is to both large. 


C Imeane as thus /by adpuyſyon. 
Towardehymlelfe/kepehts aſtate topall. 
By attemperaunce/and by dyſcreſpon. 

Lyke his ſubgiettis / in elpecyall. 

As they deſerue / to be lyberall. 

Bytwene mpꝛthe and lyte / a meane to deupſe. 
Ok to moche / and ſtreyght couetyle. 


¶ There as a maner/ſtraunge difference. 
Foz lacke ot reaſon / byt wene pꝛodpgalpte. 
And a kynges / ropall magnyfycence. 

Whan he lyſte / parte of lpberalpte. 

To his ſubgtettis /as they ben of degree. 
And egally / to holde the ballaunce. 

Eche man content / with diſcrete ſuffpſaunce. 


¶ Alſo a meane / payſed in ballaunce. 
Bytwyx hym / that is a grete waſtoure. 
And hym that is content / by attemperaunce. 
To kepe a meane ſſo payſcd by meaſure. 
And that Errour/bzynge in none errour. 
Conſyderynge firſte/of pꝛynces the power. 
And nexte the merptes/of the labour. 


¶ Conclude thyſe two / good wyll and grutchynge. 
Ok them that ben / faythkull in ſeruyſe. 
And of fro warde / wꝛa iglynge. 


That wyll nat obe / in no maner wyle- 


To folowe the dottrynt / and great tmp2yſe. 
To put his body tnperyll/moſte moztall, 
And in partyes/that be percyall, | 


¶ To all ſuche a pꝛynte / of hyghe nobleneſle; 
Shall nat ſpare / his golde / noꝛ his treaſour. 
And to parte with them/ſtuffe of his rycheſſe. 
Thynge appꝛopꝛyd / to euer conquerour, 
But yef fredom / conducte his labour, 

That lyberalyte his conqueſt to pꝛouyde 

At his moſte nede / his men wyll nat abpde. 


¶ Aryſtotyles made a diſcripſyon, 

Full notable / in his wzytynge. 

Ind ſet a maner ot dyuyſyon 

That there be foure / maner of dyuerſe kynges 
Some be large / in their departynges. 

Bothe to ryche / and noble of blode. 
That kynge that ſo dothe / trucly ytueth his gode 


¶ But he that is ſtreyght / in his kepynge, - 
And locketh vp his treaſoure / in his Cotre. 
And lyſte nat parte / with no maner thynge. 
Noz to his ſubgiettis / no good dothe p2ofre, 
In nede oz myſchef lyſt no parte to oltre. 
Itan nat greatliv / his fredome cõ mende 
That vnto nouther / lyſte nat to att ende. 


C A kynge partyth with ſuche as god hath ſent. 
That coinyth by koꝛtune / oꝛ conqueſt of bataylle. 
To his knyghtes / and ſould yours of entent. 


Suche in trouthe / at moſte nede may auaple. 

And them to releue / that fall in parayle, 

What foloweth after / bꝛekly to termyne 

Lyght of his noblyneſſe / ſhall euer encreaſe #ſhyne, 


C Nature hathe ſet / two extremytees. 

Firſte by maner / of dylcrete pꝛouydente. 

That the ſtremps of lyberalyttees, 

May be ſet in good in eaſure / # groũde of pꝛouydẽte 
Payſynge in ballaunce with þ moder of ſapyence. 
Quene ok all vertues and lady ſouereygue. 

She wynge al way goodneſſe /p lyſt her to obteyne. 


¶ And firſte conceyue / and beholde eche aſtate, 
That there be none / frowarde tranlſgreſſyon 
Ot wylfulneſſe noꝛ yet of wey warde debate. 
Eche thynge conuey by reaſon, 

That meaſure / mape haue domynacpon. 

Byt wene right trouthe / and cquyte. 

And alſo auaryte / and pꝛodygalpte. 


¶ But to my dome and to my fantaſye. 
Seyth Aryſtotples / that kynge is moſt comedable, 
That hath largeſſe /in his ropallve. 

With meanys of vertue / to ſtonde ſtable. 

Tre we in his feyth / not feynt noꝛ varyble, 
Bytwene Aueryce/trouthe and equpte. 

The vyce auoydynge okpꝛodygalpte. 


And vertue by royall hyghe largeſſe. 
ct in a Pꝛynte / by pꝛudent gouernaunce. 


That there be neyther / ſcarſyte no2 erceſſe- 
But ryght rule / of attemperaunce. 

And that meaſure wey the ballaunce. 

To recompente with equyte and ryght. 


Lyke theyr merytes / to cuery maner of wyght. 


¶ vVytwene trouthe / and foꝛged flaterye, 
There is ſtraunge / vncouthe dyfference. 
Contraryus poylon / J dare well certyfpe. 
To all eſtatys / of royall excellence. 
Where double meanynge / hath ony aſſyſtence, 
There groweth fraude/and couerth falſe poyſon- 
With ſugred galle/honyed with colluſyon, 


¶ Of pꝛynces Erys they be labourers, 

The ten our rounde and mery gothe theyr bellys. 
Fo: with theyr tunge / they ſtynge woꝛſe then bꝛerys 
Fo2 hunger thurſte/a myde Tantalus wellys, 
Spꝛygeth pꝛoſerpyna that fayre ⁊ bytter ſinellys. 
Do lemblably be klaterers in apparaunce, 
Outwardly ſugred and galle in cxyſtence, 


¶ And he that wyll be famous in largeſſe. 
And haue a namc / of lyberalpte. 

Let hym conccyue'afo2ne in his nobleſſe. 
The demerptes of hyghe and lowe degre. 
Byt wene meaſure exteſſe and ſcarſyte. 

So departe by attemperauntce. 

That lyke deſertys eche man haue ſuffyſauce. 


( In departynge / ſtandes wyldome and foly- 


with diſcrecion / medled in this matere, 

who ycucth his treaſoure to them that be woꝛthy. 
And them gouerneth / with glad coütenaüce a chere. 
As right reaſon and tyme doth requere. 

In his depattynge / as to myne aduyſe. 

Suche a kyngce / is pꝛouydent and wylc, 


¶ And his loꝛdſhyp and all his regyon. 
Shall encreale /in longe felycyte. 

With laude and pꝛayſe / loue and ſubieccion. 
As appettevneth vnto his dignyte, 

To were his Crowne / in longe pꝛoſperyte. 

J dare afferme as it is tolde, 

Suche were cõmended / of Phylolophers olde. 


¶ It hath ben ſene that ouer large expence. 

In regyons / and many grete cytie, 

Hath vn warcly bought in indygence. 

Bothe of aſtates and Com ynaltie. 

But Aryſtotyles of grete auctozytie, 

Wꝛote in a Somme / playnly concludynge. 

p vertuo? ꝓuydẽce ⁊ moderate largenes was moſte 
(notablyeſt in a kynge. 


C Ferther Xryſtotyles ſaith / p kyng pᷣ in his royally 
Wyl full vatrouthe/by falſe pꝛeſumpcion. 

And by extoꝛte power, groundes hym on roboꝛp. 
Is greatly blynded in abuſpon. 

And in all his werke foꝛ a ſhoꝛte concluſpon. 

To ſaye by retoꝛde of ſcripture, 

In pꝛoſperyteſſhall nat longe endure. 


C How wytte and ſapyence may be 
paͤrteyued in a Pꝛynte. 


rſte that the fame ol royall ſapyenct. 

o that repoꝛte ot his notable fame 

Be voyde of vyces that clere ĩtellygence. 

In his Empyre bectere ſroin al deſfame 
And that no repoꝛte / blotte nat his name 

Noz no fals counſayll/of folke that be double, 

The Shynynge / ol his name to trouble. 


¶ This to ſaye that he be quyete and peaſyble, 

And ſubgiettis to kepe / from dyuyſyon. 

And nat lyghtip to be credyble, 

To talys that make diſcencyon. 
Fo: where peas teygneth / is all perfeccyon, 
whiche kepeth ſubgiettis as they ſhulde be. 
From all ſtryues / quyete and vnyte, 


' C Howeakynge ſhulde be relygyous. 


Kynge ſhulde be ol his lpfe. 
Good of exaumple i ſad and relygyous, 


Wercyable/and kepe hym out ot ſtryſe. 
_ And in his domys/nat to be rygozous, 
And to chaſtyſe all / that ben vycyous. 
And namelp all / that ben founde ſhzcwes. 
And contrary to all man ex of lawes, 


¶ Ot tull purpoſe / hoolp to wozche; 
Tochaſtylethem/by equyte and ryghe: 
i. 


That ben enpmyes/bntfo hoolp churche. 
And on herytpkes /foʒ to pꝛoue his myght. 
And ifthere be / ony maner wyght. 

Hardy in dede / of pꝛeſumpcion. 

That kende his la wes / haue dewe cozrecclon- 


CHowea kyngeſhulde be arraped | 
Iyke his Jlate.-—=<gze2 | 


O a kynges hye mageſte. 

Apperteyneth arrapment/rychex honozable. : 
Foz the honour;ofhis royall dignyte. 
' Dadde in his chere / and in his demeanpnge ſable. 
Ind of his woꝛde / nat feynt noz vatpable. 
And of his beheeſt / truſty and trewe. 
Sad as a Sapher/and alway of one hewe. 


CHowechaltyte apperteyneth well in a kynge. 
T) Oble pꝛynce /conſyder thyne aſtate ropall, 


Howe this vertue, called chaſtyte. 
Oughte to remapne!tn a paynce iu eſpecpall. 
With abſtpnence / from all dyſhoneſte. 

And to beware /grete recouſe of femynpte. 
Whiche pulleth / pꝛynces vertues cozage. 
And oz theyt tyme / maketh them to fall in age. 


CHowe it longeth to a kynge ones in the yere 
to ſhewe hym / in his Aſtate royall and beſte 
Arrap / and his loꝛdes in the ſame wyle to ſhe 
we them ſeife in his pꝛeſence. C29 920 


Ater the cuſkome/dfropallerceſſence; '- © © 
Jad the vſage ehe / of rome towne. 
＋— — magnylpcence. 

o ſhewe thepr nobleſſe / and theyt hyghe renowne. 
Theprlozd\hpp/and dompaagcyowne. 
To — thepr ſudgiettis / verraply in dede. 
Under a perde bet wyxe lout and dzede. 


C So that loue haut /a pxerogatyfe. 
To be pzeferrpdjluche as haue power. 

Co ſhe we them leite / durynge all theyr lpfe. 
Ok diſcrecion / auoydunge all daunger. 


This to ſaye /ethe tate in his maner. 
Shall dewely / with euery — —_ 


As to hym perteyneth do his intendaunce. 


¶ Ater his la weg his ſtatutes to obepe. * | | 
On payne of dethmo wyght de contrarpe. 
What hee comaundeth/his byddynge to with ſepe. 
Fo: what euer / trom his pꝛecepte varye. 

Oz on his byddynge / be ſlowe oz let nat tarpe. 
Where dfhe ought/hym to hye. 

But lyfe and deth / ſtonde in Jeopardpe. 


¶ Okt the de we obſeruaunce that 
longeth to a kynge. 22 


Ho that euer ol pꝛeſumpcpon. 
w Dare attempte / on any maner ſyde. 
The kpngrs right hts oppnpon. 
Co interupte of malpc/oꝛ of pe. * 
C.ii. 


And therupon / pꝛeſume to hy de. 
To withſtonde the kynges royall myght. 


©! ony thynge / that longeth to his ryght. 
¶ Dow ſolace and biſpoꝝte longeth to a kynge. 


——— 5 
with Inſtrumentis / ol heuenly armonyes 


Foz his diſpoꝛteſpꝛynces abydynge. 
Full ſolempnely with dyuers mynſtralſye, 
To recon foꝛte / and gladde his regalye. 

And comonets with entyer dylygence. 


with ryght hole herte reioyſe his pzelence, 
C what apperteyneth alſo to his glozye, 


O his nobleſſe / and to his ſynguler glozye, 
Tohaue about hym / many woꝛthy knyght, 
Fo: — —.— erueth the memoꝛve. 
And the ſonne alwaye to ſhyne bꝛyght. 
That it ſhall nat / eclypſen ot his lyght. 
But thozugh the woꝛlde / bothe in lenathe & biede, 
As fyry Phebus/botheſhyne and ſpꝛede. 


¶ The lymylytude ofa kynge. 2 
'T N foure maners / muſte conſpdzed be. 
_K. Towarde god his obedyence, 


And to the people Hts lyberalpte. 
As they delerue/with due reuerence, 


The kynge to aquyte in his magnyfyctnee» 


Is his ſubgiettis / de goodly tohym layne. 
Lyhke their diſcertis / he qupte ſo agayne. 


CHowe a kynge ſhulde be gouernyd 
in all maner of weddzes. a» 


Ro erthe / holſome be the rapnes. 
It cauſeth floures/freſſhelp to [pzede. 
d maketh medowes / à agreable plapnes. 
To ſhe we ther beaute / both ĩ legth x bzede 
Ind over moo / who that taketh hede. 
| Without moylture/oz cheryſſhynge ofthe rapne. 

In his beaute / cõmpth nouther floure noz grayne. 


¶ By a maner iuſte / ſpmplytude. 
As rayne confoꝛtetij/euety herte and tree. 
Baaunches a lolte / playnly to conclude. 
So ſhulde a kynge / of his benyngnpte. Dl 
Shewe hym gracious / to hyghe a lowe degree. 
That euerp wyghte / wich de we reuerence. 
Shulde with glad chere / parte from his pꝛeſence. 


¶ Howe a kynge ſhulde be mercyable. 


A Kynge allo / in his aſtate notable. | | 
To his lubgiettis of hyghe andlowe degre. 


Shulde he gracious / and mercyable. 

Leue rancoure / and haue on them pyte. 

Pꝛeferte mercp / conſydꝛe allo and le. 

That mcrcy is / ot vertues in his trone. 

Crownpd with golde / moſte ſpngulerly alone. 
E. iin. 
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¶ It longeth to a kynge ſpecp ally to kepe 
his beheſt pꝛomps and fapth. C29 


Kynges pzompyſe;ſhulde be iuſte and ſtable. 
As a Centre / ſtonde in one degre 
Nat chaunge lyghtly / noꝛ be batpable. 

And beware / of mutabylyte. 

Wozde of a kynge / muſt ſtonde in one degre. 
What that euer that a pꝛynce ſayth. 
The conclucion / dependeth vpon fayth. 


(Chowe ſtodye and Clergye ſhulde be 
pzomotyd in a kypngdome. 


S the lonne / ſheweth in his guple. 

Imonge ſmale ſterrys / we his bempsbzyght. 
Ryght ſo in the ſame maner wple. 

An vnyuerlpte /ſheweth fo:the his lyght. 

In a kyngome / as it ſhulde ok ryght. 

Ind by the Pꝛynce / haue dewelp kauoure. 

So clergpe / beryth a wape the kloure. , 


¶ where clergye is there is Phyloſophye. 
Warchaundyſejplente and rycheſſe. 
Pꝛudent counſapll / defence of cheualtpe. 
In eche aſtate / wyſdome gentylleſle. 
Curtepſye/fredame and pzowelle. | 
And as the kynge / to encreaſe his name. 
His people wyll folowe / and gladly do the ſame. 


— P=< — 
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CHoweakynge houeth to haue a leche. 
to kepe the obleruaunce of his body. 


Mult haue / lyke to his delyre. 


Ot helthe of body / the kynge ok hool entent. 


Suche one as knoweth / cours of the firmament. 


And is expert / a good aſtronompte. 
Whiche tha: ano weth / ſealons of the pere. 
As in his tyme / was olde Cyp2yan. 

A phploſopher / and an expert man. 


¶ de knewe the cours / and diſpolicion. 

Ok moyſte and dꝛpe / bothe of hete and colde. 
Chaunge of the pere / and reuolucton. 

Foz in ſuche thynge / he was expert and boldg, 
Knewe the cours ok planettis / manp folde. 
And of Elementis / the reuoluctons. 
Chaunge of tymes / and ol compleccions 


¶ And ſpeciallp / in aſtronompe. 
Rnowe thetyme / when he ſhall ſlepe oz wake, 
Under a rewle / ol Phplolophye. 

In no wpſe that he / none exceſſe make. 

He muſt alſo all ſurfettis foꝛ ſake. 
Foz onp luſte / ot fro warde appetyte. 
Counſepll ot lechps / to modefyehis delpte. 


¶ Saturne is llouthe / Mars malencolyous. 
And Phebus cauleth / diſpoſynge to gladneſſe. 
In reto2yke/helpeth Mercurpous. 
Foz in the moone / is no ſtabylneſle, 


Foꝛtune bzaydeth/ape on doubylneſſe. 
And lythe a kynge / vpon eche partye. 
Scant vpon chaunges / kull harde hym to gupe. 


CHowea kynge ſhulde be gouernyd 
in aſtronompe. S ee 


er. pꝛeuptees. 
Helthe of body / diſcraſynge of (pknelle. 


Dpuers caules/ofinfirmptees. 

Wherof feuers / done lo grete diſtreſſe. 

Achys Goutis ot dꝛynkes grete exceſſe. 

And out of tyme beware ok longe watchynge. 
Whiche to the helthe / is contrarpe to a kynge. 


C Nerte folo weth ho we pzofytable the vtylyte 
is in the helthe of a kynge. -==< e 


Lyſaundze/leche as pꝛouydence. 
Okluche as ben / expert lechys. 
Suche as be pꝛoupd / by experpence. 
And pꝛeupd auctouts as the pheſpk techps. 
CTruſte nat on the dede / noꝛ in gay (pechys. 


Thynge well expert / diſſerupth well his mede. 


C Howe mocheauaylle is compꝛehendpd in 
the dylygence of a good leche. 2229 


FIX leche expert / in a kynge. 
Foz dilygent / obſeruacpon. 


woꝛde is but wynde lee wozde and take the dede. 
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A hynges helthe be wꝛought in all thynge. 
So that in qualyte be founde none errynge. 

Noz hynder his appetyte / in mete noꝛ dꝛynke. 

Noz be diſcraſydito hyndꝛe his appetyght, 

Wh erok nature / hath contrarious delyght. 


C And one rule ſpecyally ſhall J tethe | 
Touchynge thetyme and houre of his dytt?, 
So he nat wante'the pꝛeſente of his leche, 
To his compler!on/as it is moſte meete, 
T vme ſet at waynt / colde and heete. 
witz this re warde / by reaſon to expꝛeſſe. 


By good adupte that he do none exteſſe. 


C A ſpetyall Epiſtvll to the ſyngulet 
heithe ofa Pꝛynte. S 


1 Aturall Phyloſophers/aſſentyd all in one, 
Sapnge ba man ts made / ot. itu.humours. 
And they aſſentynge tn wꝛytynge euerychone. 
After the wedder reyn es / hayles / and ſhzours. 
Planecttis a lotte / and the heuenly tours. 
After they ſette / in heuen a gouernaunte. 


In erthe foloweth of heithe attemperaunce- 


¶ Of moche exteſſe foloweth coꝛrupcion. 
Exceſſe of trauaylle/cauſeth febylneſſe. 
(Thought ſoꝛowe be grete occacton, 

Co engendꝛe great ſpkeneſſe. 

And puttcth folke / in frowarde diſtreſſe. 
That vndigeſtyon without remedpe. 


5 
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Cauſeth ofteſpthe/by pꝛoceſſe that they deye. 
¶ To ſerue helthe after a mannes complexion. 


Fter dꝛyneſſe / and humedyte. 

D And chaungynge / alſo of complexions. 
Ok etynge dꝛynkynge / where as neceſſyte. 
Kequprech his tyme / and gyue purgacions. 
Benecellarye/after the ſeaſons. 
Colreflewme/bzennynge of moyſture. 

To kepe ameane /a leche muſte do his cure. 


¶ And howe a kynge muſte take kepe / when he 
(hall reſt and — he [hall ſlepe. 


Lepe is noꝛyce / ot digeſtyxoon. 
If it be take / in attemperaunce. 
Ft1ilogardye/gyue ony occacpon. EN 
Cauleth heuyneſſe / ſlouthe oꝛ diſturbaunce. 
Put a man / out of good gouernaunce. 
Beware of watche / kepe alſo the date. 

To kepe a meſure / of ettynge diynkynge late. 


([ Howe a leche ſhall gouerne a Pzynce 
ſlepynge and wakpnge. 


F thou wylt be hole / z kepe the kro — 
And reſyſte the ſtroke of peſtplence. - 
Loke thou be glad / and voyde all heupnelle. 
Flee wykked eyres / eſchewe the pꝛeſence. 
Ok tnkecte places /caulpnge the vpolence. 


D2pnke good wpne/and holſome metys take. 
Walke in clene Eyre/eſchewe the myſtes blake. 


¶ And it ſo be lechvs / do the fayle 

Than take good hede / and vle thynges thze. 
Temperat dpete / and temperat traugple. 
Nat malencolpous / foʒ none aduerſpte. 
Menke in all trouble / glad in pouerte. 
Ryche withe with lytell / contente with ſuffyſaunce. 
It Pheſpke lacke / make this thy gouernaunce. 


Cl Ifter mete beware / make no longe ſlepe. 

Hede fote and ſtomake / pꝛeſerue aye them fro colde. 
Be nat penſyfe ofchought/take no kepe. 
Ifrer thy rente / mapnteyne thy houſholde. 
Suffre in tpme / in thy right to be bolde. 

S were none othes / no man to begyle. 
Foz woꝛldly iope / laſt here but a whple. 


C Thus in two thynges / ſtondeth all welthe. 
Ot loule and body / who ſo lyſte them ſewe. 


Moderat fode / peueth to mannps helthe. 
And all ſutfettis / dothe from hym teme we. 
Ind charpte / to the ſoule is dewe. 


Wherfoze this dyet / O alyſaundze kynge. 
Co all indefferent / is rpcheſt thynge. 
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C It the foure ſeaſons ofthe pere/fprite 
of all I begynve at beet, = ow 


Hat tyme!the ſeaſon ofthe yere, | 
The heuenly bawine'aſcendynge fro þ roote 
The freſſhe ſeaſon / of luſty grene vere. 
whiche quycketh coꝛages / and dothe hertes boote. 
whan rownde buddys / appere on bꝛaunches ſoote. 
The growyngetyme / and the ponge ſonne. 
I m eane the ſeaſon whan ver is degonne. 


¶ And bzyght Phebus'entreth the rammps hede. 
And begynneth / aſcendynge in his ſpere. 

Wwhan the Crowne / of alceſt whyte and rede. 
Auroꝛa paſſyd / full frcſſhely dothe appere. 
Foz Jope of whiche / with heuenly not ys clere. 
The byꝛddes ſyngynge in theyr armonpe. 

Salue that ſeaſon / with ſugryd m elod pe. 


¶ Bytwent hote and moyſte this ver is temperat. 
Haupnge his moyſtute / of -;aters ſharpe ſhoures. 
Olk ſomer folowynge / to Floꝛa conſecrat. 

Hathe moderat hete be recozde of auctours. 
Che ſeaſon oꝛdeyned / to aray with newe colours, 
As gardeynes herberys and to ſowe ſedys. 

And the luſty ſyluer dewe in the grene medys. 


Entrynge this ſeaſon / wynter doth leue take. 
coſtys departyd / and molte with the ſonne. 
And euery foule / choſen hathe his make. 
And Nyghtyngalys/ foꝛ Joy theyr ſonge begonnt. 
Pang: rabettys ben from theyr claperysronne, 

nd the cokkowe/that dyde in wynter dare. 


In cuery lar / to ſyngeſhe lyſt nat ſpare. 


C Louces of cuſtome;do this ſeaſon pꝛeyſe. 

And ponge kolkes f louryngeun tender age. 

Erly ou tie mozowejtytanmaketh them arpſe. 
So can nature / pꝛycke them in theyr cozage. 
Walkynge by tyuaplles / holdyuge theyr paſſage. 
On plelaunte hyllpsſſo hollome is the eper. 
Haupnge grete Jope, the weder is ſo fayer, 


¶ whertoze alyſaundꝛe / who lo take hede. 
And lyſt couſpdꝛe / by good auylement. 

Ok out yonge age/accounte we mull in dede. 
Howe we haue diſpendpd / our talent. | 
Outher lyke folys/0z lpke tolkes pꝛudent. 
To vs compttyd/whyle we haue ben here. 
(Tokoze the Juge / whan we ſhall appere. 


C Nexte than foloweth the 
(caſon Eltas. 20x» 


. His tyme begynneth / loone bpon barnabe. 
June Jule and Jugulſt/lacketh this ſeaſon · 

Endeth in ſeptembꝛe / the lonne in virgyne. | 

Hoot and d2ye/of diſpoſpcyon. 

And coloꝛpke / of complexyon. 

As IJ remembzed/ofauctoursolde. 


Endeth with Bertylmewe / with his dewys coldg 
¶ Fyer coloz Eſtas / and inuentus age. 

Togyder accoꝛde / in hete and bpneſle 
Ind coloꝛyke men / Cyttyn of viſage. 


Koughelly and angry / ſome haus grete dardrnctk. 
[bs 


Ofgro wynge [kiend2e/fumous ofhatpneſle. 
With lmoke andfyre/haueth grete accoꝛd aunce. 
Furyous of pre/and fro warde of dalpaunce. 


¶ Been at mydſomer / bꝛynge honp to theyr heuys. 
The lelpes whyte / abꝛode thepr leups ſpꝛede. 
Beſtes paſtute /and ſhade he vnder leuys. 

Agayne the ſonnc / graſſe dyeth in the mede. 
Chaplettis be made / of coſps whyte and rede. 

And euety thynge / dꝛa weth to his rypynge. 

Is itfaryth by man /in his age gro wynge. 


¶ Strawberps cheries / in gardens men map le. 
Beenps rype and peſcoddes grene. 

Igapne heetis / whan men diltempꝛyd be. 
Folkys gader putſlane / and letuſe that be clene. 
The ſealon f loʒa chat is of flours quene- 

Hit freſſhe motles / ſhe turneth nowe cptrpne. 
The vertue of herbys / doth agapne decipne. 


¶ In this pzoceſſe/it nedeth not to tarpe. 

But holy to god / ſet thyne in warde entent. 
wherfoze O alyſaundꝛe / wt herte loke thou nat barye 
But thanke the loꝛde / of what thynge that he ſent. 
Poucrte 02 tyches / ther with to be content. 

As god diſpoleth / therin to haue pleſaunce. 

Fs one in god, and god thy (uffyſaunce. 


¶ Foꝛ by the ſentence / of ſeyntis and of clerkys. 
Ok thy dilcretis / after the rekenynge. 
And lyke the fruytis / of thy good werbys. 


Chou lhalt be gouerupyd / this fothe z no leſpnge. 
With peas eternall / laſt at thyne endynge. 

With criſte to reygne / in the heuenly conſyſtoꝛpe. 
Whan thou by tryumphe / haſt of thy foon victozpe. 


¶ Than folo weth after the thyrde 
ſeaſon called Autumpne. 2 
His tyme oftuſtome / ſet folkys in beſpneſſe. 
Eche tyde man / peueth hym to trauaplle. 
To repe and mowe / and exclude pdelneſſe. 
No man lparpd / and hulbondes wyll not faylle. 
To ryle vp crely/and call vp pozapile. 


Blo we thepr hoznys/0z thelarke ſynge. 
And ſtuf their graug{/we cozne y they home bzynge. 


¶ The tyme by pꝛoceſſe / voydeth the kelde ofgrepne. 
Taketh awaye from bꝛaunches / thepr ſwetneſſe. 
Cauleth the trees / ot frupte to be barrepne. 

The leups kalle / the wynde abzode them dꝛeſſe. 
The daye the nyght / bothe of one gretneſſe. 
The ſonne in Lpbꝛa / Egall by ballaunce. 

As is the wyll / of godoes ozdpnaunce. 


¶ The ſeaſon is dꝛedefull / and diſtemperate. 

Diſpoſyd to feuers / thʒough eper ofpeſtplence. 

Ok chaungpnge / and lelde in one aſtate. 

Perylous foꝛ lykneſſe / and with vpolence. 

Of trouble humozous / doth folke full grete offence. 

Foz flewme this tyme hath dompnacion. 

Beware of ſpknelle/that gynnyth in that ſeaſon. 
D · ii. 


Certhe autumpnus/and age atcoꝛdynge in one. 
Slough malencolyk/ſpatipnge euer amonge. 
Oullcourbpd downward/what might x luſt is gone 
Fall of yre / though he be nat Rronge. 

Soone meupd / whether it be right oꝛ wzonge. 

And thus ſenectus with autumpne doth accoꝛde. 
He and this ſeaſon / dꝛawe bothe by one coꝛde. 


¶ Autumpne taketh his leue / of ſeynt Clement. 
The tyme dyners / and wonder varpable. 

With ſtraunge paſſyons / ſodeynly men ſhent. 
By vnwareſykneſſesſwhiche be vncurable. 
And foꝛ this ſeaſon s vnkouth and vnſtable. 
with ſodeyne chaunges /t complexions to greue. 
Thertoꝛe in nouembꝛe ſhe taketh his leue. 


¶ wherfo:e conſydꝛe /in thyne aſtate royall. 
Take the moꝛallyte ot / Autumpne the ſeaſon. 
Howe it is appꝛopꝛyd and in eſpecpall. 
To the thirde age / and the complexion. 
Ot the and me / foz ſhozte conclucion. 
Wherfoꝛe © alyſaundꝛe haue in remembzaunce. 
Peple euerp thynge and kepe the in gouernauncs. 


C The fourthe determynacionſof the 
foure ſeaſons of the pere. 2229 


ff Fern beruetinwban men thꝛeſſhe ſheuys. 

I Sowe whete/gadze wynterkupt{ i gardynes 
And ſomer trees ſbe bareyne oł᷑ their leuys. 
Men put in ſelers / co wehe ne we wynes. 


A 
Muſte leſe his name/towardeſepnt martynes. 
Muryly dꝛonke / whan it is thzough fyne. 
And laſteth to the (caſon/ofſeynt martyne. 


¶ The dayes ſhoꝛte / the nyghtes wonder longe. 
Colde and mopſte / ot flewme nutrytpfe. 
Contrary to Eſtas / the ttoſtis be ſo ſtronge. 

In rotis reſteth / the vertue vegetatyfe. 

Gene herbis / and bzaunches / loſte theyr lyfe. 

The ſonne this leaſon / beynge in aquarye. 
Beeſtis to their bynne / oꝛ ſtormps dare not tarye. 


¶ Thus the koure ſealons / deuyded of the pere. 
Firſte ver / whan phebus doth in his ſpere aryſe. 
The growynge tyme / whan buddes out appere. 
Eſtas folo wynge / whan floures in their guyſe. 
Spꝛedeth on their ſtalkps / ageyne tytan doth arpſe. 
Autumpne after / whiche longe doth nat tarpe. 

And pemps endet / the ende of Febꝛuarpe. 


¶ Thus foure tymes / maketh vs a merrour clere. 
Ok mannes lpfe/a full plapne pᷣmage. 

Ver and inuentus / togyder haue ſogere. 

Eſtas folo weth / longynge to ſadder age. 

To vs autumpne/bzyngeth his meſſage. 

P'k ſenectus / wynter laſte of all. 

Howe deth his ozlogge/doth on vs call. 


¶ with ver in youthe / we hadde luſtyneſſe. 
Whiche is vnpoſſyble / agayne to recure. 


Eſtas gaue vs ſtrength and 8 
iu. 


Flourynge in freſſhenefſemotlonge to endure. 
Autumpne after/bzyngeth vs a fygure. 
Okſenectus wpnter/ofcrokyd age. 

Howe all thynge paſſeth / halt here none oſtage. 


¶ Lo alyſaundꝛe / ye mo we ſe thynges twepne. 
Auauntynge lpenge /longynge vnto age. 
Malencoly fals dempnge / and diſdepne. 
Many paſſpons / rancour and dotage. 

Ende of this lyke / terme of our vpage. 

Foz decrepitus/hath his merke ſette. 
This woꝛlde [hall ende / it map not be lette. 


C This to make /a combpnacion. 

Ok ver and pouthe / by a maner accozdaunce. 

Ok mannps ſadneſſe / and aſtat the ſeaſon. 
Flourynge in luſte tyme / of moſte pleaſaunce. 
Jutumpne and elde / with the grete habundaunce. 
Than folo weth wynter / and all doth ouer caſte. 
So doth age / foꝛ it map nat alwape laſte. 


¶ Ot this foꝛſapde / take the moꝛallpte. 

Setteth aſyde all maters / ſpoke in vayne. 

The foure ſeaſons ſhewe in their degre. 

Fitſte ver ⁊ Eſtas / nexte autumpne with his grapne. 
Conſtraynt of wyntet / with froſtis ouer lapne. 

To our foure ages / the ſealons well applyed. 

Deth all conſumeth / map nat be denyed. 


Here dyed this tanſlatour ⁊ noble poete Johſi lyd 
gate /a the folo wer gan this pzologe on this wple. . 
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w Herefloure ol knyghtbod / ß batayls doth refuſe. 

What ſhulde d wert / entre into the place. <9 
Bareyne in ſentence/ſhulde hym ſeile excuſe. = 
And by pzeſumpcton/not ſhewe out his face. 

Of Johñ lydgate/howeſhulde J theſotyll trace. 
Folo we in ſecrees /celeſtyall and dyuyne. 
Sypthe J am nat aqueynted / with the muſps nyne. 


¶ Froneſſis ſent / from the lady nature. 
Foa conclucion;hir Journey to conuepe. 

As of anthyclaudian / rehetſeth the ſcripture. 

By the leuen ſuſters / in their paſlage toke the wape. 
Gynnynge at grãmer / as fo2 locke and kaye. 

In 02dze and pꝛopoꝛcionſtolo wynge doctryne. 
Whiche well was aquepnted / with the muſis nyne. 


¶ This ſeuen ſuſtryne ſouereygne and entper. 
If Imp penne to this matere do applpe. 


Tbe nyne mulis / blame ſhall in maner. 

That they on laboured/ſcant on my partpe. 

J gaue none attendaunce / I map it nat denpe. 
Howe ſhulde J than / my mater do conbyne. 
Whiche: am nat aqueynted / with the mulis nyne. 


C If Ichulde talke / in ſcyencis tryupall. 
Gynnynge at gramer;in ſygnes # kygures. 
Oz in meetrps / the feet to make equall. 
Be tpme and pꝛopoꝛcion kepynge my meſures. 
This lady lyſt nat to parte the treaſoures. 
Ok her lubſtaunce / to my rudeneſſe in dygne. 


Whiche am nat aquepnted with the mults nyne. 


Ta. 
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C This mater to ronuepe/by treweconclucion. 7 
Uerytecs oł logyke / Certis Jmult applye. 
Where vnder floures /teſtyth the ſcoꝛpyon. 
Whiche J kere to take / foꝛ my partye. 
Pꝛempſſis congrewe / whiche can nat applye. 

Ok olde phyloſophers / to folowe the doctrpne. 
Syth J am nat aquepyuted / with the mults nyne. 


C I haue wich tully/gadcrpd no freſſhe floures. 
The chare of froneſcis / to paute in dewe maner. 
With petra of tethoꝛpk / no colours. 
Ol termps þ ſentence in mp wzytynge doth appere. 
Arythmetryk / o muſyk / my dulneſſe / do nat clere. 
DPoweſhulde J than / by geometrie dꝛawe right lyne 
Whiche am nat aqueynted with the mults npne. 


¶ Ot aſtronompe the ſecrees in vyſpble. 
VUnkno wen with tholompe / J faylle cognycion. 
Whiche by inuencion / to me be in poſſpble. 
Without doctouts / and expoſicion. 

Oz of thele ſenne / to make a declaracion. 

After pour entent in this treteyſe to enclyne. 
Whiche am nat aquepnted / with the mulis nyne. 


¶ Thus atwene twayne perell of the ſee. 

Silla and carybdis / put in diſperacion. 

What to recep ue / and whiche foz to klee. 
Conſtrapned J amſto make dubytacion. 

The ſharpe coꝛoſie / oł fretynge detraccion. 
Firſte J fere / to my party ſhall enclyne. 

Syth J am nat aqueynted / wich the muſis nyne. 
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C Thus ſet in peryll faplynge ofſocoure. 4 
Me doth confoꝛte / a pzouerbe ia mpne entent. 
Eche tale is endyd / as it hath kauoute. 

Wherfoze to dꝛede no lenger J wyll aſſent. 

But bzeffelp fulfyll / out comaundement. 

Fa moder tounge / this matere to conbyne. 
Whiche ſale ſuppozte/knowe nat the mulps nyue. 


. Cl Here Aryſtotyll wꝛyte a ſpectall pyſtyll ts 
Alyſaũdꝛe how he (hall conſeruenatur all 


hete and helthe of bodp.==<@229 


Oone alylaundꝛe / of helth to be lure. 
One thynge J the pzay| fieſt and pꝛyncipally. 
Dewe p2opo:cion,of hete in nature. 

To conſerue foꝛ to knowe that redylpv . 

In double wyleyman deyeth fynallx. 7 
Of whiche as be age / one is naturall. „„ 
The tother by foꝛtune / as by thynges accydentail. 


¶ ferther thy body jto make it moyſte and fat. 
After this ſentence / folo we this doctryne. 
Moche ſlepe wyll kepe the / in hygb ſtat. 
Metys ſwete / and wpne lycoure deupne. 
Merpdpen refte/mplke whyte and argentpne. 
All good hodoures and floures after thepr tyme. 
With ſwete bathes / ol herbys good and fpne. 


¶ Peyſe thy tyme/nombze it parfyghtly. 
And in the bathe / de nat ouer longe. 


Tyme contyne wed / wyll teble the body, 
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And all Joyntes / wyll wepke whiche be ſtronge. 
Dꝛynke no wyne / but water be there amonge. 
And in wputer / take water of alchympne. 
Whiche hoot is ot natute / to put in thy wpne. 


¶ The malo we in ſomer / and eke violente flours. 
Whiche of nature / be colde of trouth and ryght. 
To ſpeke plapne / and ble none colours. 

Frome coꝛrupte humours/maketh the bodp lyght. 
Ones in the moneth / to haue a vompght. 
Pourgeth the ſtomake / maketh it pure and clene. 
That no coꝛtupcion /therin may be ſene. 


¶ ferther be it kno we / to thy magnyfycence. 

That this vompth / reſtoꝛeth hete naturall. 

fit be do / without vyolence. 

And theſe cõmodytees / cauſeth in efpecpall. 
Mopyſtneſſe good grees / well to defye withall. 

Vnderſtandynge teaſon / gloꝛye and gladneſſe. 

Ok thyne enmpes / victoꝛpe expelleth all heupneſle. 


¶ It thou wylt be hole / a kepe the fro ſykneſſe. 
And reſyſte the ſtroke of aduerſpte. 

Loue to ſe plapes / voyde all heuyneſſe. 

And put delyght / in theſe thynges thze- 
Fapte men and women / be delictable to the. 
To beholde on thy body / clene clothynge. 
And of antyqupte / to ſe and rede wzytpnge. 


¶ Hete àAryſtotyle wꝛytte in aPyfty]l to alyſaundze 
tho thyng whiche enteble p body # make it dꝛye. 


Oone ſet a pzeef/in thy pzudent aupſle. 
To ete and dꝛynke / by attemperaunce 
Fo: after the ſentence / okt Phploſophers wyſe. 
(The body done feble / and lette in pturbaunce. 
So ete lytell / and dꝛynke without gouernaunce. 
Dlepe befoze mete / ouer moche to trauaplle. 
With ferpnge wzothe / gretip done diſuaplle. 


¶ And who ſo wyll / bꝛeefly in ſentence. A- 
Gone agayne myght / doute oz it be nede. 
To eche tale / gyue haſty credence. 

Often gone to chambꝛe / ouer often to blede. 
With laltemetys/lyſte hym leite fede 

Oz dꝛynke olde wyne / in grete fopſon. | 
Dothe dzpe his blode / by naturall dupolicton. 


¶ In water allo /contagious ok nature. 
Be nat bathed /in none degre. 


The kynde okbꝛymſtone is peryllous Ithe fure, 


And full repleſſhyd/J exhozte the. 
Fleſſhely luſtes / to flce. 
Rennynge after mete allo rydpnge. 


Whiche cauſe wpll alen ecallyd quadynge. 


In ettpnge of boſhemake no contynuaunce. 
Foz after the ſentence/of expert ppocraſe. 
Ipſſhe the complexion / putteth to varyaunce. 
And pure blode / coʒ ruptyth in lhozte ſpace. 
Medlpd with mplke/cauſeth body and face. 
With lepze to be (mpt/thzoagh diſpolicion. 
Of vnkynde humours oy 


FIJI 
_ 


C Howe the body is deupded in fours 
partes and whiche they be. e f 


Vpſaundzejpeple in ballaunce. 

Howe pꝛyncypall partes / foure there be 
In mannes body / whiche foz remembzaunce. 
And auaple to thynennagnanpmpte. 
Shall entytle / and gyue luperklupte. 

Ok eupyll humo wres to ony of them inclpne. 
IAſhall the teche / a ſpecpall medpcpne. 


¶ Ot theſeſecrees / to gyute cognycion. 
The firſte membꝛe / this matere to applye. 
Where power ozganycati/vle thepr operacion. 
Is theyeed/wbhean the fourth partpe. 

Set in reſpdence/ts the fantalpe. 

Ind nexte in oꝛdꝛe / Imagpnacion. 

With mynde remembzaunce/and eſtymacion. 


¶ If ſuperflupte j/oꝛ ony euyll humoures. 
Of qualytees / gendꝛe / by in pꝛopoꝛcion. 
Jn the heed / be (pgnes and coloures. 
nome thou (halt / the in diſpolycion. 
Bp this doctryne / and inſtruccion. 
The eyen dymme / the bzowes waxe grete. 
Che nolethzpilys ſhʒynke / the templys do wne bete. 


¶ This to recure /a ſouereygne medycyne. 
S alopes / as (ay doctours of fame. 
oʒe boplled / in do wſet and {wete wyne. 


With a rote of whiche is the name. 


Pulgichyn / whiche boylle muſte in ſame. 
@Tylltyme the wpne/halfe waſtpd be. 
Whiche than thus vled / is pꝛofytable to the. 


¶ Take theſe herbis / ſouereygne and entyer. 
Into thy mouthe / with the ſwete lycours. 

And them cloſe there / in dewe maner. 
Whiche diſtrope ſhall / eche coꝛrupt humours. 
And kepe them there / tyll tyme thou lauours. 
Ok amendpnge / the cõmodpte. 
And expulcion / ot ſupertlupte. 


¶ Ferther to gpue the/enfozmacpon. 
Ok muſtarde whyte / the ſeede is pꝛokytable. 
Gzounde to pouder/foz conſeruacion. 
Recepued in tyme a quantite meſurable. 
And ik thou be neclygent / and vnſtable. 
n theſe thynges / thou ſhalt haue grete malady. 
neyen and bzapnej/enſpectally. 


¶ The ſeconde pzpncipallparte of the body. 


Cl He ſeconde parte this mater to conbyne. 
Is the bꝛeſte / whiche peueth ſpkneſle. 
Do enfeble/in degree o2 ſygne. | 

Tokens foure / to the ſhall it expꝛeſſe. 

Tonge lettyd mouthe ſalt / with bytterneſſe. 
Oz ouer ſwete of ſtomake ſthe mouthe Eger. 
Ache in membꝛps in eche ſeaſon oz wedder. 


C105 bꝛeſte thus bzolpd/vle this wear ene 


Lytcll to ete/is good pheſpke. 

To mae vompth after in doctrpne. 
Sugre toſet / with aloes maſtyke. 

Well cha wed as (aye doctouts antentpꝑRe. 
KNecepued in tyme pꝛopoꝛcion and meaſure. 
Ol vnkouth ſykneſſe / the bzeſte done recure- 


¶ Ind itſo be / that theſe doth the faylle. 
Take ſome ſpyce / good and confoꝛtatife. 
Whiche to the appetyghte / gretly doth auaplle. 
Ind the body / conlerupth in gode lpfe. 
Caulcth peas, where was debate and ſtrpke. 
Ill coxruptehumours/erpelleth echoon. 

With aletuarie called diouyſion. 


¶ In foure wyſes / thou ſhalt haue grete peynes. 
It my counſaplle / thou refuſe in this partye. 
Sharpe feuers / ache in heed and reynes. 
Enpeſſhement / the trouthe to lpecpfpe. | 
Pꝛoperlp to ſpeke / the tonge dothe dene. 
And is occacion / auctours bete wytneſſe. 
Ok many vnkouth / and ſtraunge ſpkneſſe. 


¶ The thirde pꝛyncppall parte ofthe body. 


He thyꝛde partpe / to ſpeke i termys playne. 
Is the wombe /in the body naturall. 
Whiche pef euyll in degre / oꝛ ſygne contepne. 

Kno we thou mapſte / by theſe thynges in eſpecpall. 
Kedneſle in the kne / the wombe bolnyth withall. 
Ok kynde cauſeth / to gone heuelp. 


iv 


Igayne whiche theſe medycynes take foꝛ remedy. 


¶ Receyue in warde / ſome lyght purgacion. 
Whiche ſuttyll and lyght / is or nature. 

And of the bꝛeſte / the conſeruacion. 
Afozeſayde allo / wyll it recure 

And if thou leue / theſe medycynes J the ſure. 
As olde phyloſophets / clereiy doth expꝛeſſe. 
In many folde cauſe / it wyll ſykneſle. 


¶ Ache in the rottle / and eke in the haunches. 
In backe ioyntes / and allo reynes. 

With the flyxe / and many other bꝛaunches. 
Eupll dygeſtpon / with other dyuers peynes. 
This ſheweth experyence / whiche neuer keynes. 
Moder of cunnynge / and chefe mayſtteſſe. 
As olde phyloſophers in wzytynge bete wytneſſe. 


¶ Okt the fourthe pꝛyncypall party of the body. 


8 He fourth party / thts matere to termyne. 
Is the genytall / founde in certayne. 
Unto whiche / ir coꝛrupcion do enclyne. 

(Thele be ſygnes / as phylolophers ſayne. 

Mete to tecepue //the ſtomake doth diſdayne. 
To Copllons and z erde / redneſſe doth reſoꝛte. 
Agapne whiche thele medycynes doth confozte. 


¶ An herbe nampyd apus / bꝛeetly to expꝛeſſe. 
With ſeede of fenell / is pꝛolytable to the. 
Ok archeunle the rote / acheen and atractes. 


E. li. 


whiche thus difpoleth/this ſpknelle to make flee. 
The herbe the roote/put togyder all thze. 

With whyte wpne dꝛynke it / in the moznynge. 
From ſykneſſe in genttall/kepe ſoget and kynge. 


¶ ferther be it knowe / to thy magnylpcence. 

That water with wyne / take in (male quantyte. 
Lytell to ete meſurpd / by pꝛudence. 
Amonge other is pꝛofytable to the. 

And if this doctryne / ok the diſpyſed be. 

Thou ſhalt renne / in ache of the bladder. 

Whiche of the ſtone / ſpkneſſe loone gadder. 


¶ In enſamplehowe a kynge ſhulde be in quiſitpk to 
kno we dpuers oppynpons of Lechts oz phyſiciens. 


Erther J haue radde / in ſtoꝛpes of antpqutte. 
Howe to a ſemble / made a myghtp kynge. 

All phyſyciens hpeſt of auctozyte. 

Ot pnde and Grece / them ſtrepghtly cõmaundpnge. 
One medpcyne to teche / whiche agapne all thynge. 
Nopous to the bodp were ſuffpcyent. 

To whome the Gꝛecis / thus ſapde their entent. 


¶ who in helthe to perſeuere wyll be ſure. 
Ind conſerue the hete maturall. 

Without langoure / longe to endure. 

Hote watet to dꝛynke hym doth bekall. 

The mouthe repleſſhyd / by pꝛopoꝛcion equall. 
Tymes thꝛe in auroꝛa faſtynge. 

Erlp to dꝛynke / is mooſt medycpnable thynge. 


0 


¶ The pheſyciens ot vnde in theyr oppynyon. 
Sapde that medycyne / mooſt pzofptable. 

Was to vſe / in dewe pꝛopoꝛcion. 

Mylke whyte / with maſcurſu thynges medicynable 
Kccepued faſtynge / mooſt auapyllable. 

Man to conſerue / in pꝛoſperyte and welthe. 

Good in warde / diſpoſicion and bodely helthe. 


¶ But kno we alyſaundꝛe / and peyſe in ballauncs 
That in this doct ryne / myne opppnyon. 
Clerely to entytle /in thy remembzaunce., 

Bꝛeefly is this/fo2 full concluſion. 

Who ſlepeth wel / by naturall reaſon, 

Tyll wombe auoyde / poudozoſpte. 

Excludynge ſpkneſſe/ſcant in lyberte. 


¶ Slepe recepued /in tyme and meaſure. 

As region pꝛeupth / and experpence. 

From theſe ſpkneſſes / the body dothe recure. 
Whiche pꝛeuyd is / by phyſychall pzudence. 

Pally and gowte / comynge ok neclygence. 

Iche from the wombe and Jopntes echone. 

From tremblynge/x quakynge kepeth mebze ⁊ bone 


C And he that vſeth in moꝛo we theſe thꝛe thynges. 
Ilibi aurei thꝛe dꝛagmps /in ſubſtaunce. | 
Une paſſes / oꝛ good ſwete repſpnges. 
Ok flewme in warde / ſhall haue no perturbaunce. 
The mynde hool / ercludynge varyaunce. 
Shall be of kynde / and ignoꝛaunce diſdepne. 
The body free / from the feuer quartepne. 

E-llſ. 


C Ferther to entytle /in the audyth countable. 
Ol thyne remembꝛaunce / ſecrees ofmp doctrpne. 
Nottis to ete and fpggys is p2ofytable. 
On leuys of tewe / agreable and fpne. 

Agapne all — medycpne. 
And bzeeflp to conculde /in eſpeciall. 
All theſe conſerue / the hete naturall. 


CHow pꝛolptable it is to knowe dpuerſpte 
of kyndes of metys and dzynkes. 2 


Erther alyſaundze / be it knowe to the. 
That p2alytable tsin{pecyall to a kynge. 
Ol metes and dꝛynkes / kno we dpuerſyte. 
With pꝛopoꝛcion and tyme / of receyuynge. 
Foꝛ after the ſentence / of phyloſophers wzytynge. 
Some are ſuttyll/ſome groos by nature. 
Outher atwene bothe / in meane kepe mealure. 


¶ Blode pure engende / and enlumpne. 
Metes ſmale / and ſubtpll in ſubſtaunce. 
As whete hennys/chekenys good and kyne. 
Che body nouryſſhe / the ſtomake kepe fro greuaũct 
Groos metis / make no perturbaunce. 

In laboutynge / men / whiche map them defpe. 

In other engender / malyncolpe. 


¶ whiche at wene bothejkepe thetr meaſure. 
As phyſiciens wꝛyte / of auctoꝛyte. 
Engender no klewme by kynde of thetr nature. 
Ne of humours/luperflupte. 


As grete motowne and other that be. 
Hote and moyſte / in theyr operacion. 
Mooſt indifferent / to eche complexion. 


C Howe be it / hat ſomtyme in certeyne. 
Thele fleſſjes by kynde / make wombe harde x d2pe. 
It newly roſtyd / recepued and newly ſlayne. 

Take fro the ſpete / and ete haſtelye. 

They be hollome / reaſon doth it not denpe. 

And bꝛeefly to conclude / this matere in ſentence. 


Ol kyſſhes the kynde / is lyke to experyence. 


¶ The fyſſhe lytell/ and of ſotyll ſayn. 
Nouryſſhed in water / wete and 


I meane as perche / with (harpe fpne. 

Be mooſt holſome / to man them receyupnge. 
And in dedde water / both of olde and ponge. 
Fyſſhe nouryſſhed / is vnp2ofytable. 
And vnto kynde / not auaplable. 


e. 


¶ Ot knowynge ok waters and whiche 
be mooſt pꝛofytable. S 


U Hou oughteſt to wete / p water is pzokptal *. 
Here in erthe / to eche creature. 


Co man woman and beeſt vnreſonable. 

Whiche from coꝛrupcion / the body doth recure. 
Rennynge from hylle / and erthe whiche is pure. 

Oz nere to cytees / ſtyllynge as periys rounde. 
Paſſynge hollom / where merſchys do none haboũde 


Water alſo;whiche that ts mooſt Iyght. 
wete oz bytter n eche degre and ſygne. 
From the ſee cõmpnge / ot trowthe and ryght. 
Thꝛough hygh hyllys / as perle argentpne. 
Rno we map be / whan they be good and fyne. 
Bp ſygnes ſpxe/folowynge inlentence. 
Pꝛoupd by teaſon / and experpence. 


CLyght ot nature / to make repetpcion. 

Clete ther with / and of good odoure. 

Soonc hoot ſoone colde / by dyuers operacion. 
Without coꝛtupcion / and ot good layoure. 
Whytc alſo / and of bꝛyght coloure. 

Okt whiche the contratye by pollytyk pꝛudence. 
Thus kno we thou mapſte / by erperpence. 


Ok ſlepynge wapours watrps in certapne. 
alte bpttet and fumous / the wombe doth dꝛpe. 
In lo we valepes alſo / whiche be plapne. 
Be hoot and heup / tro wthe to lpecekye 
Where ſtrenghe of phebus / reneweth his partye. 
And watrys their places / kepe as they began. 
Okthem to dꝛynke / cauſeth Coleram nigram. 
F 

¶ waters that renne / by many dyuers londes. 
Be hoot greuous / vnholſome and heup. 
Whiche ter age haue / of foꝛeyne dyuets ſondes. 
Is by experyente pꝛeuyd is redeip. 
Who dꝛynketh water / lebleth his body. 

Afoꝛe mete of ſtomake / withdzaweth the hete. 


And ol fle wie / man maketh replete. 


C 3s olde Phyloſophers /accozde all in one. 
Slepe is noꝛple / ot degeſtyon. 

Co dꝛynke water / as they (ay echone. 

At mete contpnuallp / cauſeth coꝛrupcion. 

In the ſtomake / and is occacion. 

Ok heupneſſe ſlouthe / and dyſturbaunce. 

Whiche putteth a man out of good gouernaunce. 


¶ Thou oughtelt to dꝛynke in ſomer water colde. 
Namely whan phebus / is in his hyghe degre. 
Luke warme in wynter / in pheſpke as it is tolde. 
Amonge other / is pꝛofytable to the. 

Foꝛ as doctours recoꝛde / ot auctozpte. 
Colde in wynter / in euery maner wyght. 
And hote in ſomert ſoiſtrope the appetyght. 


COfknowpnge of wynes and noyinges 
and bountes of them. See DE,. 


Oone alpſaundꝛe / in the ſecrees dyuyne. 
Foz chaunge / ot complexions by dzpneſſe oz hu 
Pꝛofytable is / in eche degre and ſpgne. (mydyte. 
Ok wpne to knowe the werkynge ĩ thepꝛoperte. 
whiche recepued / where tsneſleſſyte. | 

And tyme requeryth/after mp doctryne. | 
Agapne all ſpkneſſe / is ſouerepgne medycyne. 


¶ wyne of the grape / whiche gro weth euen vpright 
Agapne hyllys to/\yngulerconfozte. 

Where as phebus / with kflamynge demps bꝛyght. 
Daply vprylpnge / ne welp dothe reſozte. 


Js moze dꝛye after /phyloſophers repozte. 
Than other / whiche groweth naturally. 
Ja places playne / moyſte and ſhadewp. 


¶ The firſte to fle wmatyhke / as Lolke in olde age. 

Gzetely dothe pꝛofyghte / take by attemperaunce. 

Hote and ponge / putteth to damage. 

2 olde myſſe humours / reſtoꝛeth to gouernaunce. 
upcrfluptes/and all diſturbaunce. 

Putteth to flyght / and ſhe weth to exigent. 

Bycaule it is / to their nature conuenpent. 


¶ wyne moſte rede and thykke by kynde. 
Engendꝛeth good blode / as auctours repozte. 
Whiche ſtronge and myghty / dulleth the mynde. 
Take out of meaſure / do not confozte. 
Coꝛrupte humouts / cauſeth to reſozte. 

To eche membꝛe / bꝛeefly to expꝛeſſe. 
Nopeth the ſtomake / reyſeth / wyndyneſſe. 


¶ To eche complexion / ot mannes nature. 
Wolte medycpnable / and lpcour tndeferent. 
In ok the grape / whiche groweth in the lure. 
n large feldes / them conuenpent. 
Stretchyd abꝛode / without impedyment. 
With hylle and valepes / enuyronpd aboute. 
Gadꝛed in tyme beſte Ipcoure withouten doute. 


CBreeflp as thus /to expꝛeſſe what I mene. 
Lotze they be rype / and of good lwetneſſe. 
Stronge in ſubſtaunce / no grenneſſe let be ſene. 


From the ſtockejerclude all moyſtneſſe. 
And of this doctryne/to haue moꝛe redyneſſe. 
Loe wpne ofthe grape / a lytell departyd be. 
From the kernell / loꝛ lacke of humedpte. 


C wpne holſome alſo / oughteth to be of coloure. 
Do atwene reed / and golde fyne. 
Ponpaunt delictable / ſharpe in ſauoure. 
Thybke at the bottome / of coloure Cptrpne, 
Aboue clere / whiche lycoure dpupne. 
Recepued in tyme / and meſurablp. 
Excludynge dyſeale/confkozteth the bodp. 


¶ Ferther alyſaundꝛe / to expꝛeſſe what J mene. 
Knowe and entptie in thy remembzaunce, 
That wyne good pꝛopertees ſhath fourtene. 
Ok olde phyloſophers/payſed in ballaunce. 
Enfo2ſpnge the ſtomake / excludeth perturbaunce. 
Foztyfyeth the heete / in the body naturall. 
Good dygeſtpon / cauſeth me ſpecypall. 


¶ Conſerupth the ſtomake / from coꝛrupcion. 
By all the membꝛes / the mete dothe lede. 
Whiche conuerteth / by tranſmutacion. 
Chaungpd to noꝛpſſhynge / the body doth fede. 
With pure blode / okt this matere take hede. 
Maketh to arple / the hete by meaſure. 
From the ſtomake / to bzapne bp nature. 


CEupll humours diſtropeth / p colour maketh rede. 
Confozteth coʒages / clarytyeth the ſyght. 


The tonge eloquent / and delpuer in the hede. 
Ftom fretynge malencolpe / maketh the body lyght. 
Cauſeth good appetpte / maketh hardy to fyght. 
But theſe be vnderſtande / bzeefly Ithe lure. 

Ol wpne recepued / in tyme and meaſure. 


¶ And kno we alyſaundze / that wyne outragyouſſy. 
Out of tyme tecepued / and meaſure, 

Ok thele cõmodytees / cauſe contrary. 

And the body longe / to endure» 

Do nat petmptte / in gode chaunce and meaſure. 
But moze of ſpkneſle/cauſeth abundaunce. 

Than wyne meaſurpd / cõmodptees in lubſtaunce. 


Tokens allo / ot pheſpke and medpcpnes. 

By a maner/of comparyſon. 

At wene the renbarbe/gode and holſome wpnes. 
Thus ſykneſſe make/tndiſpoltcion. 

As the renbarbe/holſome of condycion. 
Take out ofmeaſurejis deedlp and beym. 
Foz ſhoꝛte conclucion / ſo hollome is wyn. 


C here ſpecyally pzayſeth wyne x techyth a me⸗ 
dycyne / agapne dzonkennelle of hit. 22 


'T A lentence b2eef/to wzyte in termys plapne. 
Surryppts bptter / be pꝛofytable to the. 
Full oz faſtynge / recepued in certapne. 

Ok humours oꝛ flewme / whan ſuperflupte. 
Dont habundaunce / in ſygne oz degree, 


Whiche in the body / cauſe cozrupcton. 


Ofqualyteesſhulde/bein p20pozcion, 


¶ Ferther J meruaplle / in my oppynpon. 
Howe man comppled / and made of foutre humours. 
Map be ſpke / oʒ tende to coʒrupcpon. 

Whyle he map haue //ſpeciall thzeſocours. 

Good bꝛede of whete / fleſſhe that well lauours. 

Ok terage and ſtocke / gode and hollome wpne. 
Keceyued in meaſure/lycour moſte deupne. 


¶ Contrarye be ot nature / to theſe thꝛe. 
Moche to ete/ouer moche to trauapylle. 
D2pnke to recepue / in ſuperfluyte. 

Ok the body eche membꝛe / doth diſuaplle. 
But if theſe / the body doth aſſaplle. 

And of dꝛynke / ſuperkluyte ſpeciallp. 

By ſuttyll meanes vſe this remedy. 


¶ firſte to be waſſhe / is pꝛofytable thynge. 
In water bopled / hoot and temperat. 
After ouet a ryuer/rennynge. 

To ve ſet atraped / lpke to thyne aſtat. 
With ſalues oyllys / enupronnyd pzeparat. 
Afrer the ſtomake / anoynted with all. 
with onyment / called ſandall. 


¶ Phyliciens allo / pʒꝛeue by pꝛudence. 

Howe noꝛpſſhynge / that tyme is the ſauoure. 

To nature of good ſpyces / and incence. 

Weluryd in tyme by dylygent laboure. 

And who of wyne / lpſt to leus ſocoure. 
— 


Fl 


Hym behouyth by ſucceſſion tedelp. 
It to leue / and not lodeynly. 


11 SD 
¶ Ot the ryghtwylneſſe of a kynge. 
and ok his counſaylle. 


Erther alyſaundꝛe / gyue aduertence. 
Though of accoꝛde / pyloſophers expꝛeſſe. 
To a pꝛynces hyghe / magnpfpcence. 
Thynge celeſtpall / is ryght wylneſſe. 
Made to conſerue the blode and rycheſſe. 
Ok his ſubgiettis / poſſeſſpons and werkes. 
In whiche his regalpe / ſcant as ſay clerkes. 


¶ From god ſent / foꝛ his creatures. 
Nyghtwylneſſe namyd ſſharpe of intellpgence. 
In ſubgiettis obeyſaunt/ſouereygne recures. 
Whiche doth cauleth/groundpd on pzudence. 
Sent was / noote this ſentence. 
Unto pꝛynces ſto conſerue from pplage. 
All ſubgiettis/extoꝛcion and damage. 


¶ Menok ynde / in their oppynpon. 
Foz this concludpd/wzptynge beryth wytnelle. 
Ok a pꝛynce / foꝛ bzeekfconclucton. 

To his lubgiettis / bettet is ryghtwylneſſe. 
Than habundaunce / oꝛ plente of rpchelle. 

In the realme / and moze auapllable 

Than rapne from heuen / a kynge reſonable. 


¶ And foꝛ they ſhulde make / no diſſeueraunce. 
But theyt kynge and ryght wyſneſſe / ioyne in one. 
At wene them they made / affyaunce. 

Whiche was this wꝛptte / in a marbyll ſtone. 
Without ryghtwyſneſle/pzynce may be none. 
And bzeekly to wꝛyte / without ſuperflupte. 
Nyght and the kynge / as bꝛetherne owne to be. 


Ct is to the/alſo grete auaplle. 

And accoꝛdynge / to thyne magnylycence. 
Dppynyons to here /ot᷑ thy counſaplle. 

And benygnelp / to gyue audyence. 

To theyr counſaplle / gpue aduertence. 

Intytle and rolle / eche oppynyon. 

In thy remembzaunce/but lerne this conclucion. 


¶ Thyne entent / do not expꝛeſſe. 
Wuhiche thou haſte / at the begynnpnge. 
Foz thou oughteſt / of verrap ryghtwylneſſe. 
Therof be blampd / as wytneſſeth wꝛytynge. 
Kepe tonge in mewe / be cloos in werkynge. 
Tyll tyme thou be / inpurpoſe foꝛ auaplle. 
In effect / to folo we their counlaplle. 


¶ Concepue counſepll / peyſe it in ballaunce. 
Ok eche paͤrſone / hyghe oz [owe degre. 
Whiche dothe Juge / without varpaunce. 
Foz moſte loue / whiche he hathe to the. 
And whan all thynges / determpned be. 
By thy counſaplle / them put to execucion. 
Foz to a tealme / delapes cauſe * 
u. 


¶ To make delayes namely tyme ofnede, 
Is grete perryll;as Phyloſophers dpupſe. 
Ok tender in age / to this mater take hede. 
Pꝛudent counſapllę / loke thou nat deſpyſe. 
To ſome of nature ſbe pꝛouydent and wyle. 
Some folkes / by diſpoſicion. 

After theyr tyme / and conſtellacio n. 


CE This to conclude/wzytpnge F lynde- 

I lykeneſle pzcupd/by experyence. 

Ok an enfaunt,in the countre of vnde. 

Boꝛe in a place / where men of tntellygence. 
Herboꝛowed were / whiche gyupnge aduertence. 
Ok this childe / to eche pꝛopoꝛcion. 

This dome gaue / bp naturall reaſon. 


¶ Boꝛe he was / vnder luche ſygne. 
Conſtellacion / and planette delictable. 
That he ſhulde enclyne / to doctryne. 
Be lyght ok membzesjcurtoyſe and amyble. 
Loupd ok ſtates / to counſapll auayllable. 
Ok ſeuen ſciences ſhaupnge in ſyght clere. 
Whole fader of weuynge / was an artpfycere. 


¶ Tyme paſſpd / this childe grewe to age. 
Well pꝛopoꝛcionyd / in membzes erganycall. 
Whom his fader / fo wozldly auauntage. 
Bonde and diſpoſed / to crafte mechanycall. 
But this entaunt / loꝛ nothynge myght belall. 
Lerne myght / ne foz cozreccyon. 
Bycaule it was / agapne diſpolicion. 


¶ They tone awaye the bꝛydell / or areft. 


Hym parmpttynge / to folo we his owne entent. 
He lette his herte / to byde with the wyſeſt. 
Ok that countre / and moſte pꝛudent. 
Whiche in laboure / wolde be dylygent. 
Hym to enkoꝛʒme /in ſcyence by lecture. 
The kynde of thyngts / conteyned by nature. 


¶ The meuynge ol p firmamet x all other thynges. 
Under nature he lerned redelp. . 

Good maners alſo/to gouernaunce of a kynge. 

And by his wyſdam and ſcyence fynallp. 

2Bycaule he was / truſtpd ſpecially. 

He had the rewle / and dilpoſicion. 

Ok the kynge / and all his reggon. 


¶ Contrarye to this in wzytynge J fynde. 5 
Ho we a noble / and a ropall kynge. 5 
Two childzeu had / in the londe of Pnde. | 
Ok whiche whan one / came to growynge. 
He was lette / to lyberall cunnynge. 
Taugyt by mayſtres ot hyghe auctoꝛpte. 
As appertepned /to his dignyte, 


¶ But in that part he was vntretable. 
Mapſter ne kadet / myght no thpnge auaplle. 


Science noꝛ crafte,to hym was delictable. 
But to foꝛzge / mallpable metaplle. "= 
Put no delyght / in counterfete apperaylle. 


But diſpoſed / in ponge and tender age. 
As childe boze, of vyle and male _ 
ij. 


- _—  ” — —ͤ—- 


¶ Che kynge tonjied/gretly.in this party. 


we 


Of hinrealme / aſſemblyd in pꝛeſence. 

Ali gretteũ clerkes/comaundynge ſtrepghtly. 
Thatthey ſhulde do / theyr entper dylygence. 
Hym to enfoꝛme / by thepr ſcpence. „ 
Why his ſone / of diſpoſicion. 
Saue ooaly to foꝛge wolde take none infoꝛmacton. 


¶ In theyroppynyonjthep cozdyd all in one. 
And ſoone this anſ were / foꝛ full conclucion. 
Ok his nature / what enfaunt that were bozne. 
In that ſygne / oz conſtellacion. 

He ſhulde be / of naturall reaſon. 

Diſpoſpd that cratte oonly to bie. 

And all other / vtterlp refule. 2 


C Thete experymentis / owe to meue a kynge · 
Not to deſpyſe/a man J the ſure. 
Lytell of ſtede / and lytell of growynge. 

But after he ſpꝛyngeth / in vertue and nurture. 
So hym to cheryſſhe / oughteth olf nature. 
Whether he be /ol lo we oz hyghe degre. 

I kynge flo wryſſhynge / in excellent dignyte. 


¶ he oughteth to be loupd / that vyces wpll eſchews 
Whiche loueth trowthe / and counſeylleth trewely. 
To the thylubgiettis / ſtedtaſt iuſte and trewe. 

And of thy wyll / ſomtyme the contrary. 

Whiche doth nat ſpare / to tell the fozthe fully. 

To his counſapll / gyue affyaunce. 

Whiche in thy realme / cauſe wyll good gouernaunce 


CO2d:e thy materys/gftertheyrſublannee. 
Sette nat the laſte / there the firſteſhulde be. 
In all nedes / with dewe circumſtaunce. 

To vle counſaplle / is pzofptable to the. 

With pzeup counceyllours / pʒudent and ſecee. 
Foꝛ good counſayll/ moze dothe auaylle. 
Than of people / grete puyſſaunce in bataylle. 


C Foz this entent / in wzytynge as J rode. 
Agtete man wyle / and pꝛouydent. 

Whoos dwellynge was / in the realme ok mede. 
Aletter wꝛote / and to his lone it lent. 

Ok whiche the tenoute / and the content. 

With the pꝛohempe / and conclucion. 
This was without / varyacion. 


¶ Vere ſone it is nede in all werkes. 
To haue counſayile/foz thou arte but one man. 
Dfqualytees/contrary/compyled as ſap clerkes. 


A. 


Wherfoze thy counſayll / tate of them that can. 


The directe / by polytyk wpldam. . 
In eche meuynge / habpte oꝛ paſſion. 
The to reduce /by good diſcrecion. 


¶ From thyne enemp / I counſayll the be ſure. 
Shewe thy power / and thy victoꝛ ye. 
Upon hym / thy ryght to recure. 

But J the monyſſhe / firſte and pꝛyncppally. 
From hym to klee / in tyme pzudentlp. 

Put none conkydence /in the gretneſle. 

Df thyne pꝛerogatyf/and excellent hyghnelle, 


C Take counſayſle/tn thought do not muſe. 
As it pleaſeth /ſo it receyus. 

The beſte accept;badde to refule. 

Who foloweth thy wyll / the hall diſceyue. 
Werſe (myte klaterynge / than polar oz glepue. 
wyerfkoze parcepue / by logicall reaſon. 

That vnder good kloures / reſteth the ſcozpton. 


¶ Belad ot chere playe nat the enfaunt. 
In anl were pꝛudent / wyle and nat chaungeable. 
One lyngulet manjto make thy lyet tenaunt. 
To the noz thpue/is uat auapllable. 

Foz if he be wood / and vntretable. 

He map in his futyous cruelte. 

Thy people-thy realme / deſtrop and allo the. 


¶ Ferthermoze fane/take hede to my doctrpne. 
To haue offpcers/1s pꝛotytable ta the. 
Th wozlhyppe and.p;ofpyghte/foz to mayntepne» 
And it thou wylte / lerne this ol me. 
Pꝛeue thyne offycer;ofbyghe oz lowe degre. 
By ſtyll meanes/vle perluacion. 
And than fynallp / take this conclucion. 


¶ Make compleynte/ſhewegrete heupneſſe. 
Fapne the nedy / take hym to the nere. 

By ſuttyll meanes / thy canceyte to expꝛeſſe. 
Is to thy krende / touche thyne offycere. 6 
And ik he counſaylle / to cheueth ſpluere. 
Of thy io wellps / oz thpne treaſoute. 
He is trewe / and loueth thyne honoure. 


¶ Jfhe caſte oꝛ gynneſto tounte thy dettis- 
It is ſygue of grete / pꝛouydence. 
Fals and vntre we / ik ol thy ſubgettis. 

Goodes to recepue he gyue aduertence. 
And it he offre / ol polytyk pzudence- 
Parte ok rycheſſe / get in thy ſeruyte. 
He is ſo trewe / no good may hym 


¶ Comende that offpcerjin thyne oppynyon. 
As hym that loueti / moꝛe pꝛoſperyte. 
Vnpuefrſell / of thy regyon. 

Than pꝛyuat auaylle / to his ſyngularyte. 
Sygne of good loget/take this auctoꝛpte. 
Js whan he dotheſtoꝛ thy hyghhonour. 
Woze than his charge / ts thy ſpuguler pleaſour. 


¶ And truſte nat on hym ol dyſcrecion. 
Whiche in treaſoure / putteth his delpght. 
With herte mynde / hath delectacion. 

Good to gadꝛe / whether it be wzonge 02 ryght. 
Of whom groweth euer the appetyght. 

In grete rychelle / and mony to abounde. 
grounde. 


Whiche as a depneſſe / is wit 


¶ pue no credence to ſuche a oſtycere. 
That is coꝛtuptyd / in his affeccyon. 

Fo: he wyll redely / ſeke matere. 

And ſoone conſent / to thy deſtruccion. 
Tretynge with lozdesjne cognycion. 

Let hym none haue / and if he this offende. 
Out of thy pꝛeſence / hym vtterly ſuſpende. 


CLoue that offpcer/ofhool herte and entper. 
Whiche the louyth / and is ape tretable. 
To thy ſubgiettis / take hede of this matecer. 
Them to makc / to the agreable. 

From thy ſeruyte / whiche is not permutable. 
In whom alſo / theſe vertues map be ſene. 


By computacton/folowynge here fyftene. 


C Jn membꝛes pertyghte / well to trauaplle. 
In thyne offyce /h ym cõmyttyd to. 

Smpfte vnderſtandynge / gretely doth auaplle. 
With tedy conceyte / where men haue to do. 
That hym is charged / to execuſion alſo, 
Doone to put / curteys and doughty. 


Fayte ſpeker / without flatery. 


¶ G ꝛoundpd in ſcyence / and a good clerke. 
Tre we ok his beheeſt / hatynge leſpnges. 
Gentyll of condicions / treable in eche werke. 
Well melurpd / ſpecially in two thynges. 
Mete and dzynke/foz aboute kpuges 
Inſaciable glotonpe / is deteſtable. 

In conuenpent and abhompnable. 


C That the loue woꝛſhyppe / and encreaſe. 


Aboue all thynges / to thy goodlphede. 
To gadꝛe golde / leue beſpneſſe. 
Fo: as afoze rehetipd / thou mayſte rede. 
Suche an offycerjin tyme of nede. 

Wyll be enclyned / by perſuacion. 


Theto deſtrope/foz ambpcton. 


¶ That he loue the / pꝛeup and eſtraunge. 


Men ok woꝛſhyppe / put to reuerence. 

Whiche foz coꝛtupcion tre wthe wyll nat chaunge. 
But to eche / be polptyk pꝛudence. 
Gzaunte htslaboure/and his dylpgence. 
To locoure them / whiche greupd be in diſpence. 
without carnalyte/makynge no difference. 


¶ In his purpoſe / ſtronge and perſeueraunt. 
withouten dzede|to le thyne auaylle. 

Menke of condicions and no tyraunt. 

Ok thyne rentts/knowynge the reherſaylle. 
Secrete tn werkynge ſharpe in trauaylle. 
From grete ſpekynge / hym kepeth diſcretlp. 
Foz moche ſpekynge / is ſygne ot toolp. 


¶ In moche laughter / that not abounde. 
To thy ſubgiettis / gracious and benygne. 
Ok repoꝛte aye / that he be founde. 

Tre we and ſtable / in eche degre and ſygne. 
Amonge the people / trewthe to maputepne. 
To ſymple allo / tt ſuppsztacton. 

And them cozrecte/whiche vle extozcion. 


¶ It is to be tytlyd | howe pzeupd without obi 
As olde phyloſophers / put in remembzaunce. 
That in man is founde / grete myracle. 

Nampd the lytell woꝛlde / by auctours allegaunce. 
Foz many vnckouthe/and dyuers circumſtaunce. 
Founde in hym / moſte louerepgne creature. |, 
Named beſte relonable by tntellygence in ſure. 


CHe is hardy as aL yon/d:edfull as the hare. 
Large as the cokke / and as an hounde coueptous. 
Harde as an harte in fozeſt whiche doth fare. 
Buxum as the turtpll/as lyonneſſe diſpptous. 
Symple as the lambe / lpke the fox malycious. 
Dwytte as the roo as bere ſlaught in tarpenge. 
And lyke the Olefaunt / pꝛecious in eche thynge. 


¶ As the aſſe vyle / and contagtous. 

Is a lytell kynge / haſty and rebelle. 

Chaſte as aungell / as ſwyne lecherous. 

Maehke as the pecok / and as a bull wood and felle. 
P2:ofytable as the bee / in his hyue which is his celle. 
Fayre as the hozs / as the owle malpcyous. 

Do wme as the kyſſ he / and as a mo wle nopous. 


C Note this pꝛoceſſe /in audyght countable. 
Ok thy rememb2aunce/and knowe redelp. 
That in beeſt / noꝛ thynge vegytable. 
Nothynge / map be vnyuerſally. 

But it it be founde naturally. 

In mannes nature / wherkoze of one accoꝛde. 
Olde phploſophers / called hym the lytell wozlde. 


¶(C Ot a kynges lecretarye. 


Erther alyſaundze/concepue in thyne entent. 
Thy pꝛeuy wyſe menjfo2 to vnderſtande. 
In ſpeche kapte / in langage pzudent. 

Gape in endptynge / lapte wzyter with hande. 
Loke thep be / and ferther in thy lande. 


Loke the wꝛytet / of thy decrees. © 


In pꝛeup place / wplely kepe thy ſecrees. | 


(| Lyke as a robe/fapre of grete rycheſſe. 
Woꝛſhyppeth the body of a myghty kynge. 
So faprelangage/trowthe to expꝛeſſe. 
Woꝛſhyppeth a letter / with gode endytynge. 
Loke thy lecretarpe / conceyue in all thynge. 
Thyne entent / and it redelp. | 
To execucion / than put wyttyly. 


¶ Thy hyghneſſe alſo /foꝛ to enhaunſe. 

And thy magnykpcence / lerne this of me. 
With grete re wardes ſdo them auaunſe. 

After theyr merptes / and theyr degre. 
Whiche are all dapes / be wakynge be. 
In thy nedes / foz in them (cant the waryſon. 
Ok thy woꝛſhpppe / thy lyfe oz thy deſtruccion. 


C what a kynges meſſagere ought to be. 


— eCtther alyſaundꝛe / to ſpede thy materys. 

15 Foꝛ auaplle /enfoꝛſe thy coꝛage. 
o to haue ſwyfte/meſſangerys, 

Wyle redy experte in langage. 

Moſte ſuffycyent / foꝛ thy auauntage. 

Foz a meſſanger / as phyloſophers recozde. 

Is the eye the eete / and the tounge of his loꝛde. 


\ 


¶ His tourney lette / whiche lyſt foz rayne neſhoure. . 
To whom thou mapſte / thy wyll * 


r 


Whiche the louyth / and thyne honoure. 
And ik thou ne may / of ſuche one be (ure. 
At the leſte / gentyll and demure. 
Loke he be whiche / well and faythfully. 
Can bere a letter / and repozte truely. 


¶ Kakyll of tunge / oʒ moche whiche doth mule. 
To gette gyftis / what tyme he is lent. 
On thy meſlage/hym vtterly refute. 

And ferthermoꝛe / neuer vtter thyne entent. 

To hym whiche wyll be impotent. 

In all membꝛis / be outragyous dꝛonkenneſſe. 
Foz moze than he knoweth/ſuche one wyll expꝛeſſe. 


¶ Ferther by pꝛudence / entytle this mater. 

And it rolle /in thy noble mpnde. 

That hyghe aſtate / ne grete offpcer. 

On thp meſſage / thou vſe foz to lende. 

Foz if he to treaſon / condilcende. 

Ok the and thy realmeſhe may be deſtruccion. 
Whole punpſſhement / I rempytte to thy dilcrecion. 


COfequipacion okſogettꝭ / cõſeruacion of Juſtice. 


Oncepue dere ſone / how p hous of thy mynde. 
Be thy lubgiettis / and the treaſoute. 


7 By whiche thy realme/ confermpd as J kpnde. 
Dothe contpne we / in grete and hyghe honoure. 
Lyke a gardeyne / ok redolent ſauoure. 
Aboundpnge /in dyuers feuptis and trees. 
Whiche graffyd on ſtokkis / by bzaunchys encrees. 


¶ The bꝛaunchys bzedejthe fruyte doth multpplye. 
And incaſe lyke/and comparable. 

Ok power excellent / treuthe to ſpecefpe. 

And of a realme / treaſloute pardurable. 

By the pꝛudence / famous and agreable. 

Ol the comones / by pollytyk leupnge. 


Go we all vertues / to wozſhyppe of a kynge. 


Cl In werke woꝛde / and all theyr dedes. 

To be meluryd.ts couenable. | 
From velonpe;and wzonge in all their nedes. 
Them to diffende / to the is pꝛofytable. 
People to gouerne / to the is auapllable. — 
Atter cuſtome / and condycpon. 

In their partpe / vled in thy regpon. 


¶ To theyr ſuppoꝛte / gyue them an offpcer. 
Whiche tendeth not to chepr deſtruccion. 
Good of condycpon / wyſe in eche mater 

In tpme pacpent / vſe none extozcion- 

Foz take this / foʒ full conclucyon. | 
It the contrarpe / thou doo that I the tell. 
Agapne the thy ſubgiettis hall rebell. 


¶ To encrees ofthy courte / and alſo of thy realme. 
Haue Juges trewe / good and wyſe. 


Not parcpall / but indifferent meane. 

Whiche foz lucte / ttouthe wyll nat deſpyſe. 

Pꝛeuotaryes to haue / I the adupſe. 

Me that the Juges / cozrupt of entent. 

Agayne Juſtyce,gyue the Jugement. | 
G. li. 


¶ Ot the gouernaunce of bataplle. 


Erthet alyſaundꝛe / conceyue auaplle. 
That to thyne hyghneſſe it is conuenpent. 

Hot to contynewe / warre and bataplle. 

In thy patſone / conceyue myne entent. 


D 


Fo: couꝛtyſe ozenuye.to make buſſhement. 
Oꝛ folyly to fyghte / foꝛ pꝛeſumptuoulneſſe. 
Is thynge temerarpe / and no manlyneſſe. 


¶(¶ Okt thy courte/loke thou be dylygent. 

Foz to here / the comon opppnyon. 

Thy men of armps / dilpꝛeyſe not ofentent. 

But ot me / lerne this conclucion. 

Gyue them fapre.ſpeche/behoote them waryſon. 
And into bataplle / entre nat ſodeynly. 

But thou haue armo wꝛejand wepyn neceſſary. 


¶ Upon thyne enemp / renne not ſodeynly. 

Ne diſpurueped / dꝛede not foz to fle. 

What tyme thou art / beſegyd traytourſly, 

Fo: diſwozſhyp/to thy magnanpmyte. 

It is none lerne this of me. 

Kepe well thy ooſt / an the logge alwapye. 

Nygye hyllys / waters and woddes if thou mape. 


¶ Baue alſo grete habundaunce / ot vytaplle. 
Moze than the nedeth / by lyklyneſſe. 

Freſſhe trumpettis / gretelp done auaplle. 
whiche to fyghte / gyue grete hardpnelle. 
Strengthe vertue / lope and lyghtneſſe. 


Unto the ooſt / whiche is on thy partye. 
And hy that / many dilcofozte of thyne enempe. 


¶ Be not at all tymes / armyd with bnarmure. 
Lohe thou be kepte well / with good archerys. 
Some ok thp people / to ſtande fix and ſure. 
Other renne vpon / to deſtrope arbalaſterys. 
Fapre beheſtis / wyll make fell all ſterys. 
Wherfoze whan thou ſhalt / entre the bataplle. 
Thy people to confozte/gretely dothe aua lle. 


¶ Fle all haſtyneſſe / in ſpeciall chydynge. 
And if thzough treaſon/conſtrepned thou be to fle. 
To haue good hoꝛs / ſwyfte of rennynge. 

Dothe appertepne / to thyne excellent dignyte. 
Whiche laſte thyne ooſt / ſhall and allo te. 
Foz thy conſetuacion / it thou reſoꝛte. 
Co all the puyfſaunce/gyueth grete conkozte. 


¶ And if thyne enempes / begynne foz to kle. 
Chale them not oucr/haſtelp, | 

Holde all tpme/togpdze thy mepne. 

Whiche (hall cauſe the / haue victozy. 
Engtnys to haue / is ſpeciall remedp. 

If thou aſſaylle wyll / caſtell oz toure. 
With mapſters to myne / and ſpeciall ſocoure. 


¶ Their waters deſtrope/0z ellys enuenmpne. 
Experte in langage haue explouatourps. 
Them to betrape / by ſome ſuttyll engyne. 


And to knowe / all their labourys. 
| G. ii o 


Apoynt of warre/thoughe vnder klourps. 
Ofpaynted langage / reſte the ſcoꝛppon. 
Foz a traptoure /to betraye is no trealon. 


¶ Lerne this conclucion / folo we my doctrpne. 

In poyntts of watre / take thyne auapylle. 

And if thou may /thzough grace whiche is dyupne. 
without warre / take heoe to my counſaylle. 

Gette thpne entent/o2 without bataylle. 

Ok thyne enempes / thou oughteſt as (ap clerkes. 
Foz warreſhulde bei the laſte of thy werkes. 


¶ Of the crafte ot phyſonompe whiche doth treate ol 
the qualytees / and condycyons of cche membze 3 
ofthe Image of Ppocrale-===veZevczzo 


Erthcr Þ wpll/thou knowe in this partye. 
The excellent ſcyence ſceleſtpall and dyupne. 
- Founde by Phylomon} I mene Phpſonompe. 

By whiche thoulhalt/folowpnge mp doctryne. 
Knowe diſpolicton}in eche degre and ſygne. 

Ok all thy people / by pollytyk pzudence. 
Whiche folo we ſenlualyte / and whiche (ntellygence. 


¶ The qualpytees to enſerge / and the natures. 
With other craftis / whiche that be ſecre. 
Power of planettis /in all creatures. 
Dyffozmacions/of Circes and mede. 
Lotzynge in facesjlerne this of me. 

Ind of membꝛes / to ſe pꝛopoꝛcton. 


Ok eche wyght / declareth dilpolicion. 


¶ Ju this ſcpence / Mhylomon expert was. 


And in all the partyes / otf pholoſołpe. 
In whoſe tyme reygncd/ypocras- 
Expect in phelſpk / and aſtronompe 
Ok whom koꝛ purpoſe / and a fantaſpe. 


To pꝛeue Phylomonitn his 47 — 
Dilciples of ppoctaſe / this dyd ot entent. 


E Ok molte wyſe ppocrale;thep put in pycture. 
The Image in eche/pzopozcton. 
And to phylomon they offred that fpgure. 
Hym beſechyuge/thediſpoſicton. | 
Them to teil / with qualytees and condpcion. 
Ok that man / by his experyens. 

Whole fygure they had / their in pꝛeſens. 


¶ Po wer of planettts/he kne we and eke of ee 
And of eucry eupnly / intellygence. 
Diſpoſicion ofpeas / and eke of warres. 
And of eche ſtraunge / ocher ſcyence. 
As the ſeuen gooddes / be theyr influence. 
Oz ok naturall body / the trantmutacion. 
Ok whiche he dꝛoue / this conclucton. 


C This man he ſapde of naturall reaſon. 
Was a diſcepuoure / loupuge lecherpe. 

Foz whiche the diſciples / in that ſeaſon. 
Hym to deſtrope / purpoled fynallpe. 
And hym rebukpnge / with wozdes of belonpe. 
They ſapde fole / this Image pꝛynted was. 
Alter the fpgure / oĩt moſte wple ppocras. 


E This wyle phplolopher;of grete pꝛouydence. 
Them diſpolpd / layenge / on this maneer 

With this reaſon / ſtonde at his diffence. 

And lapde this Image / ſouereygne and entper. 
Is ofppocrasfygure/bzyght and clere. 
Whertoze J gaue pou not infoʒmacpon. 

Ok actuall dede / but dilpoſicion. 


¶ They anſwere pou ſthep paſſed his pꝛeſence. 
And to ppocras / ſoone relacion. 

Howe the had at tempted the ſcience. 

Ok wyle Phylomon / foꝛ his diſpolicion. 
Whiche concepupnge/his owne complexion. 
Sapde it was trewe / in ſpkerneſſe. 

All that ofhym/Phylomon dyd expꝛeſſe. 


C Foz this dere ſone / I wzyte in this partpe. 
Kewlys a bꝛeggyd and ſuffycient. 

In the ſcyence / ol phylonompe. 

Whiche to parcepue/loke thou be dylygent. 
In all doughtes / whiche wyll the content. 
To nature pertepnynge /in ſubſtaunce. 

And atwene qualptees / make dilceueraunce. 


¶ In ſentence bꝛeet / to wꝛyte to thyne honoure. 

And exclude /all ſuperflupte. 

Man whiche is keble / of coloure. 

Fo: thpne auapylle;loke that thou fle. 
Fonhe ts lerne this of me. | 

To lecherp diſpoled / by nature and kynde. 


And other eupllps / manp as Ifynde. 


C Man whiche that / with mylt aud hertt. 
Juſte ſtedfaſte / and trewe is of nature. 
Out of thy pꝛeſence / whiche wyll not ſterte. 
But to beholde the / delyteth in ſure. 

Reed ſhamefaſt / wytty and demure. 
whiche with teerys and lyghynge maketh mone. 
Whan thou hym blampſt / loueth thy parſone. 


¶ Is from thyne enemy flee his pꝛeſence. 
Whiche accomplyſſhed in membzes oꝛganpcall. 
Js not and note / this ſentence. 

F0; auaplle / ot᷑ thyne excellence ropall. 

From hym that is / loke thou fall. 

Warkyd in vpſage / foʒ lerne this conclucton. 
He is diſcepuable / by diſpoſtcion. 


¶ Beſte of compelxton / to eche creature. 
Is bꝛeefl to expꝛeſſe. 

Weil pzopozcponed/and of meane ſtature. 
In eyen and heerys / hauynge blakneſſe. 
Coloure meane/atwene whyte and rednc(le. 
Upyſlage rounde/bodp hole and ryght. 

With meanes of the hede / is good in eche wyght. 


C Meane in voyſe nouther / to hyghe noz bale. 
n moche lpeche/whiche doth none offence. 
pekyth in tyme / and dothe no treſpaſe. 
Vnto the Eerys / of the audpence. 

Conuepeth his mateet / by reaſon and pzudence. 
In eche circumſtaunce / vſeth diſcrecton. 
Suche a man is beſte ok complexion. 


H.i. 


¶ Eerps plapne/and ſofte done lygnelye. 
Man to be burum/curteps and kyade. 
Colde of bzapne/trouthe to ſpecełpe. 

Ind the contrarpe / conſerue this in mynde. 
As Eerys ſharpe / and thykke as J fpnde. 
Be tuydent tokens / and ſygnes palpable. 
Oka foole nyſe and varyable. 


¶ Ot heer alſo / who hath grete quantyte. 
On wombe and bꝛeſte / he is I the ſure. 
Good of condycion / in eche ſygne and degre. 
Meruapllous / ot complexion à ſynguler in — 
In whole herte / longe doth indure. | 


CThynge agapne teaſon / do vnfaythfully. . - 


To his rebuke ſſhame oz belony. 


C veeris blacke/ſhewe tightwynneſſe. 
In a man jand louc/of reaſon. „„ 
The rede alſo be ſygne of folyneſſe. 

Lacke / ol pꝛouydence/and diicrecion. 

Ok fretynge wꝛothe without occacion. 

And colour byt wene bothe / to ſpeke bꝛeefly. 

Ok peſadle man / is ſpgne and wyttp. 


¶ Ind he that hath / eyen out of meaſure. } 
Ouer grete / without pzopozcton: 

He is enupous / ot kynde and nature. 

Slowe vnſhamekaſt / without ſubieccion. 

At wene bothe/whiche kepe dymencton. 

Ok coloute bꝛowne / nouther blacke noz whyte. 
Curtopſe tre we / and cunnynge be of ryght. 


CEyenlonge/and extendyd byſage. 
Sygne be of malyce / and enuye. 

Dull of chere / whiche lyſte nat to rage. 
But as the Aſſe / euer caſteth his Epe. 
To the erthe take hede of this partye. 
He is a koole / malycyous vntretable. 
Harde ot kynde / and not ſociable. 


¶ pen alſo / whiche be lyghtly meuynge. 
Vpſlage longe / without meaſure. 

Of haſty man / vntrewe and lpenge. 

Be lygnes eupdent / and tokens J the ſure. 
Coloure rede / cauſeth of blood pure. 

Is ſygne of ſtrengthe and grete manlyneſſe. 
Whiche to fyghte / gyueth grete hardpnelle. 


¶ But ot this mater loke thou hede take. 
That woꝛſte ſygne /in diſpoſicion. 

Is whan ſpottis rede / whyte oꝛ blake. 
Mannes epes / do enupron. 

Werſte of other / without comparyſon. 
And who ſo heer thykke / do bere. 

On the bꝛowes / is a ſhꝛewd e ſpekere. 


Bytwene the bꝛo wegs / is a ſhꝛewde ſygne. 
Bꝛowes large / to templys eche ſtretchynge. 
Sygne ofhym that kallneſſe / wyll mapntepne. 


C Ferther who hathe / moche heer dependynge. + 


Whiche kepe meant / take hede ol my doctryne. 
And in moche heer / be not aboundpngs.. . 
Eupydent DR 


C Note this matertentytle it redely. 

Longe noſe ſtretchynge / to the mouthe. 
Token is man bolde / and hardy. 

And he that hathe / to nature that is vnkouthe. 
Campd noſe / boꝛe / in nozthe oz ſouthe. 

With gryſtell ol noſe / lytell redelp. 

Is ſoone w2othe/hoote and haſty. 


¶ ferther take hede / to my doctrpne. 

Latge noſe in myddes / whiche dothe vp tyſt. 
Ok a lyer and grete ſpekynge / is ſygne. 

Is olde Pploſophers /clereiy dothe deuple. 
By theit planet and nature / is theyr guple. 
That noſe thzpllpsjne nole I the hete. 
Ouer lptoll hathe / ne ouer grete. 


¶ In this mater fferther to pꝛocede. 
And it entytle / vnto thy good grace. 
Mo of membꝛes to the it is nede. 
Pꝛopꝛptees to kno we / in ſpeciall of the face. 
Derke ignoꝛaunce / awape whiche wyll chaſe. 
Whiche platte and pleyne / thoughe it be ſpecious. 
Is ſpgne eupdent;of man eupous. 


¶ Sygnes befoze/full conclucion. 
As in wzytynge/phylofophersſapne. 
Whan face kepeth dewe pꝛopoꝛcion. 
Theſe dymencions /he kepyth in certapne. 
Not engroſpd / nouther ouer plapne- 


Fawes and temples /in meane vpryſpnge. 
andynge. 


Whiche ſygne is of wptte/x grete vnd 


Meane in voyſe/nouther to grete no: ſmall. 
Dygne is of trouthe / and tyghtwyſneſſe. 
Who ſpeketh ſoone / oʒ anp man hym call, 
Is vnceſonable/as pyploſophers expꝛeſſe. 
Gꝛete vople ſygne ol haſtpneſle. 
Gzeteſownyage/enupous and angry. 


Fayre an hyghe ot wylneſſe and foly. 


¶ Conſydꝛe alyſaundze/by dylygent labour. 
Who in talkyng/concepue what A meant. 
Handes doth meue / is a diſcepuout. 

He ſtande ſtable from / theſe / is pure and clene. 
With nekke to ſmale / in pꝛopoꝛʒcion who be (ene. 
Is a kole ouerſhoꝛte/diſceyable. 

And ouer groos a lpere / deteſtable. 


¶ be that hathe wombe / grete without meaſure 
Pꝛoude lecherous is/and unpzudent. 
Bzelte large / and (ſhuldzes grete in lure. 
With bakke well ſhape / be lygues euydent. 
Ok man wozthp/wple and pꝛouydent. 
Good of vnderſtandynge / hardy to fyghte- 


Who hathe the contrarpe / is noyous to eche wpghte. 


¶ Irmps longe / ſtretchynge / to the kneys. 
Token of wyldame / is and hardpnelle. 


Shuldꝛes ſharpe / I mane nat teyſyd with ſleups. 
Ok eupll faythe is / lpklyneſſe. 

Longe fyngers / trouthe to _ | 

Craftis to lerne / peueth diſpolicion. 
Inu eſpeciall / ot mannall * * 
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The thathath fpngers/grete andſhozte. 
Js diſpoled note / this doctryne. 
To be a foole nyſe / in his diſpozte. 

Who hath grete fete ſuvntrouthe wyll mapntepne. 
Lytell and lyght / by euydent ſygne. 

That he is harde / of vnderſtandpnge. 

And (male legges / betoken ofſymple cunnynge. 


COflegges and helpsſbetokeneth largeneſſe. 
Wyghty to be /in (trepngthe ol body. 

In knees allo / trouthe to expzeſle. 

He that ouer moche fleſſyy. 

Is ſofte and feble / lerne this naturally. 

Who hath lytell pacis / he is ot᷑ eupll wplle. - 


In all thynges / and haſty without ſkylle. 


¶ To all bertue / diſpoſed / and ſcpence. 
Good and kynde of complerton. 
s man /hauynge in ſentence. 
pgnes twelue / by computacton. 
Fleſſhe ſofte;of diſpoſicion. 
Oz meanely ſhatpe /and of meane ſtature. 
Bytwene whyte and rede in colour kepeth meaſure 


¶ Swete ot loke and the eerys plapne. 
Epen meanely/grete by meaſure. 

The hede notgrete/but bytwene twapne. 
Moche and lytell / is good J thelure. 
Neckeſuffpcyeat;and of good ſtature. 
whoſe ſhulders/bowe a lytell meſurablp. 
In legges noz knees be not moche fleſſhp. 


CClere of voyſe/andeke meſurable. 
Palmps and fpngers/longe in ſuffyſaunce. 
Dkoznes to vle/ts not cõmendable. 
Lawgyhynge vylage / is good in dalyaunce. 
Uſlyd in meane / with dewe circumſtaunce. 

Foz after the matet / tequpreth and audpence. 
Do countenauncc / to ſhewe is good pꝛouydence. 


¶ Be oon in ſygbt ſdeme no man to ſoone. 
In ſentence bzeefjfolowe mp doctryne. 
Foꝛ haſty demynge / where men haue to done. 
Ok in pꝛoupdence / is 2updent lygne. 
And this boke / bꝛeefly to termpne. 
In one membꝛe / fo full conclucion. 
Neuer deme mannps / diſpoſicion. 


¶ Beholde all ſygnes / gyue aduertence. 
Whiche moſte haboundynge / to ſe is auayllable. 
And in mynde / by polptyk pzudence. 

Noumbz:e ot them / whiche be moſte pꝛofptable. 
In partye beſte / and moſte ampable. 

Whiche the mape graunt / the loꝛde moolt imꝑtall. 
1 all heuens / ſupza celeſtpall. 


M E N 
¶ Goo lytell boke / and mekely do meercuſe. 
To all tho that / hall theſe o2 rede. 
If ony man thy rudeneſſe/lyſte accuſe. 
Make no dyfference / but with lowlyhede. 
ꝛaye hym refoꝛme / where as he ſeyth nede. 
Co that entent / Þ do the koꝛthe directe. 
Where thou kaylleſt that men ſhall the cozrecte; 


* 
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Thus endeth the gouernaunceofkpng{ a pꝛynces 
1 —— at London in Flete ſtrete at the ſyg 
ne of the Geoꝛge /by- Rycharde Pꝛynſon | 
Pꝛynter vnto the Rynges noble grace 
the pere of our Loꝛd. M. CCC 
ri.the.rvij.daye of Apꝛell. 22S 
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